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68. JOHN BOHANNON
Born 27 Apr 1755 Virginia
Died 10 Jul 1832 Shelby County, Kentucky
Married 69. Helen Cook 07 Jan 1774 Pittsylvania County, Virginia

Born        1756 Virginia
Died        1837 Shelby County, Kentucky

Children (order of birth unknown):
Joanna (Anna) Bohannon
b. 23 Aug 1777 Virginia
d.
m. Frederick Mitchell        1801 Woodford County, Kentucky

Margaret Bohannon
b.
d.
m.

Rachel Bohannon
b. probably c1780
d. before 1819 probably Gallatin County, Kentucky
m. Robert Montgomery 22 Apr 1798 Woodford County, Kentucky

Frances Bohannon
b.
d.
m.

John Bohannon Jr
b.                  c1790 Lincoln County, Virginia (Kentucky)
d. after 21 Jun 1860 Kentucky
m. Polly Sacra 22 Dec 1810 Shelby County, Kentucky

     34. William Bohannon
b. 19 Apr 1786 Mercer County, Virginia (Kentucky)
d. 03 Oct 1865 Shelby County, Kentucky
m. 35. Jane Wilcoxson 09 Feb 1808 Woodford County, Kentucky

Rhoda Bohannon
b.
d.
m.
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Abraham Bohannon
b. probably before 1795
d. 22 Jan 1813 River Raisin, Michigan
m.

Elizabeth “Betty” Bohannon
b.        c1794-98
d. before 1847
m. John Montgomery 26 Dec 1813

Henry T Bohannon
b. 17 Jun 1800 Woodford County, Kentucky
d. 24 Apr 1877 Shelby County, Kentucky
m. (1) Philadelphia Gale 28 Jun 1820 Franklin County, Kentucky
     (2) Laura (Lora) Gale 13 Feb 1833 Shelby County, Kentucky
     (3) Mary Claty         1864

John Bohannon was a son of William Bohannon (Buchanan) of Henry County, Virginia, who moved 
to White County, Tennessee, where he died in 1816,1 by a first wife whose name has not been 
determined. Helen Cook was a daughter of William Cook, Jr. and Margaret Jones of Franklin County, 
Kentucky,2 who moved there from Franklin County, Virginia, about 1785.

The “torn and faded” family record page from the Bible of William Bohannon contains a statement of 
the birth of John Bohannon:

John Bohannon was born April the 27, 17 ...

The year of birth for John Bohannon appears in the Bible of his son William Bohannon:3

William Bohannon born 1786, April 19th died Oct 3rd 1865
He was the son of John Bohannon born 1755

The relationship of John Bohannon of Shelby County, Kentucky, to William Bohannon
of White County, Tennessee, is substantiated by a power of attorney filed by John
Bohannon on 10 October 1829, after the death of William Bohannon:4

Know all men by these presents that I, John Bohannon, of the County of Shelby, and the State 
of Kentucky have made, nominated and appointed, and by these presents do make, nominate and 
appoint Henry Bohannon of the County and State aforesaid, my true and lawful attorney for me and 
in my name, and for my use and benefit, to ask, demand, sue for recover and receive, of and from 
the Executor, or Administrator (as the case may be) of William Bohannon, deceased who resided 
in the County of White and State of Tennessee, all such sum or sums of money, debts and 
demands whatsoever, which are now due and owing to me, the said John Bohannon, and by and 
from the said Executor or Administrator and to have use and take all lawful ways and means in my 
name or otherwise for the recovery thereof, by attachment, arrest, distress, or otherwise, and to 
compound, arbitrate, and agree for the same, and acquittances, or other sufficient discharges for the 
same. For me and in my name to make, seal, and deliver, and to do all lawful acts and things 
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whatsoever concerning the premises as fully, and in every respect, as I, myself might or could do, 
were I personally present, ratifying and confirming, and by these presents allowing whatsoever my 
said attorney shall in my name lawfully do in and about the premises, by virtue of these presents. 
And in addition to the foregoing power I, the said John Bohannon do hereby authorize my said 
attorney to lease any land or interest in land in the State of Tennessee, to such person, or persons, 
or for such a term or number of years, or for life or lives, and at and under such yearly, or other rents, 
as he shall think fit: or otherwise to sell and dispose of the same absolutely in fee simple, for such 
price or sum of money, and to such person or persons as he should think fit and convenient. And 
also for me and in my name, and as my act and deed, to sign, seal, execute and deliver such deeds 
and conveyances for the leasing or absolute sale and disposal thereof or any part thereof, with such 
closes covenant and agreements to be therein contains, and my said attorney shall think fit and 
expedient, hereby ratifying and confirming all such leases, deeds, conveyances, bargains and sales 
which shall at any time hereafter be made by my said attorney, touching or concerning the premises. 
Given under my hand and seal the tenth day of October 1829

Acknowledged in presence of: John Bohannon  (Seal)
Seth Cook                                                       his X mark
Abraham Bohannon

State of Kentucky
I do certify that Seth Cook and Bathsheba Dunn, respectable citizens of the county and state 

aforesaid, personally appeared before me this day in their proper persons and made oath that the 
maker of the power of attorney to which this certificate is annexed is the identical John Bohannon, 
son of William Bohannon, who many years ago removed from the State of Virginia, and as they 
understood settled somewhere in the State of Tennessee.

Given under my hand as justice of peace for Shelby County, the 10th day of October 1829.
Henry Bohannon, J.P.

At a County Court begun and held for Shelby County at the Courthouse in the town of 
Shelbyville, on Monday the 19th day of October before Charles Mitchell, Samuel Harrison Geo. 
Burgess and Geo. P. Miller Esq. A letter of Attorney from John Bohannon with a certificate thereon 
endorsed, subscribed by Henry Bohannon, one of the Commonwealth Justices of the Peace for said 
county, and was produced in court and was acknowledged by the said John Bohannon to be his act 
and deed for the purposes therein mentioned, which is ordered to be certified.

Commonwealth of Kentucky
Shelby County

I, James L. Whitaker, clerk for the County Court aforesaid do certify that the foregoing order is 
truly copied from the record in my office. In  testimony whereof  I set my hand and caused the seal of 
said county to be affixed at Shelbyville, this the 19th day of October 1829, and the 38th year of the 
Commonwealth.

James L. Whitaker, clerk
Shelby County Court.

State of Kentucky:
Shelby County:

I, Sam White, Sr. and presiding justice of the Shelby County Court do certify that the certificate 
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of James L. Whitaker, who is clerk of our said county court is in due form of law, and that said 
Whitaker was clerk at the time of granting said certificate and that full faith and credit is due and 
ought to be given to all his official acts as such.

Given under my hand as aforesaid this 19th day of October 1829.
Sam W. White, P.J.S.C.C.

Seth Cook and Bathsheba Dunn were a brother and sister of Helen Cook Bohannon. Henry 
Bohannon was the son of John Bohannon and Helen Cook.

On 27 October 1829 the attorney for John Bohannon and Abraham Bohannon conveyed their 
interest (2/18ths share) in the White County property of William Bohannon to the administrator of his 
estate, Thomas Barnes, who was married to Alice Bohannon, a half-sister of John Bohannon.5

Abraham Bohannon of Henry County, Kentucky, who assigned his power of attorney to Henry 
Bohannon in Shelby County for the same purpose and on the same day as John Bohannon, appears 
to be the only surviving child of Joshua Bohannon, a brother of John Bohannon, who was married to 
Rhoda Cook, sister of Helen Cook Bohannon. Joshua died before 16 October 1781, when Rhoda 
Cook Bohannon married John Jameson (Jamison) in Lincoln County, Virginia (Kentucky). There was 
no testimony in the records that described Abraham’s relationship with William Bohannon.

John Bohannon and Helen Cook were married on 07 January 1774 in Pittsylvania County, Virginia, 
according to her application for a Revolutionary War widow’s pension,6 but a record of it has not been 
found in Pittsylvania or the surrounding counties.

Pittsylvania County was established from Halifax County in 1766, which had been erected in 1752 
from Lunenburg County. Bedford County was organized in 1753 from parts of Lunenburg and 
Albemarle counties. Henry County was created in 1776 from Pittsylvania County and Franklin County 
emerged from parts of Henry and Bedford counties in 1785.

John Bohannon (Bohannan), Joshua Bohannon (Bohannan) and William Dunn witnessed the will of 
William Cook of Bedford County, Virginia, on 04 March 1776. William Cook was the son of John 
Cook, whose relationship with William Cook, Jr., father of Helen Cook Bohannon, has not been 
determined. The will was proved in Henry County, Virginia, on 16 September 1777.7 William Dunn 
was the husband of Bathsheba Cook Dunn who affirmed that John Bohannon was the son of William 
Bohannon.

John Bohannon bought 50 acres of land on the Pigg River in Henry County, Virginia, from his father-
in-law William Cook, for 40 pounds, on 20 April 1778, and sold it for 50 pounds to Robert Prunty on 
22 July 1779.8 Pigg River originates in what is now Franklin County and flows eastward through 
Pittsylvania County into Roanoke (Staunton) River. The tract was described as lying on both sides of 
the river.9 The land on which William Cook resided was on the Pigg River at the mouth of Hatchet 
Run, which enters the river south of Rocky Mount, Virginia.10

In October 1779, a few months after selling their land in Virginia, John and Helen Cook Bohannon 
moved to Kentucky, where they settled at Wilson’s Station.11 Wilson’s Station was established early 
in 1779 on a high ridge on the east bank of the Salt River, just below the mouth of Dry Branch, two 
and a half miles southwest of Harrodsburg in what is now Mercer County. A strong station, it was built 
by Henry Wilson whose brother John had been a member of the original Harrod Company of 1774. In 
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the fall and winter of 1779, John May kept the surveyor’s office for Kentucky County, Virginia, in 
Robert McAfee’s cabin at Wilson’s Station and also conducted a school there. Because of the 
surveyor’s office and the nearness of the station to Harrodsburg, Wilson’s was usually full of itinerant 
settlers and land speculators, who boarded there during the sessions of the land court or until they 
could build their own cabins. When John May opened the land office on 01 May 1780, to receive 
warrants issued by the land court, over 1,600,000 acres were registered. In order to process the 
paperwork of that one day’s entries, May had to close the office on the following day, for a period of 
fifteen to twenty days, in order to complete the accounting.12

Dry Branch runs northward from Boyle County into Mercer County, parallel to Route 1915. It empties 
into Salt River just north of the intersection of Route 1915 and Route 598, not far from the historic 
Mud Meetinghouse,13 which was built about 1780 by a group of Huguenot settlers who came to 
Kentucky from Conemago Colony in York County, Pennsylvania.

John Bohannon and Alex Bohannon were listed as soldiers in Captain Benjamin Logan’s Company in 
Lincoln County at or near Logan’s Station on a roster probably made in 1779.14 However, Kentucky 
County was not divided by Virginia into Jefferson, Fayette and Lincoln counties until 1780.

John and Helen Bohannon lived at Wilson’s Station from 1779 until 1781, where John served as a 
private soldier in the little garrison at the fort built at the station to protect the settlers. During the 
period, 1779-1783, John went on many scouting parties and tours of duty against the Indians. His 
military service included one six-week tour in Captain Ellison’s Company under Colonel George 
Rogers Clark on the punitive expedition against Piqua (Pickaway) in the summer of 1780.15 Piqua 
was a principal town of the Shawnee Indians on Mad River, a branch of Big Miami River, in Ohio. 
Mad River rises near Bellefontaine and courses south past Springfield to join the Big Miami at 
Dayton.16 Colonel Clark organized two regiments under Colonel Benjamin Logan and Colonel William 
Linn, which contained about 1000 men. Participants from the area which became Louisville gathered 
at the Falls of the Ohio, while others collected at interior points. On 01 August they made a 
rendezvous at the confluence of the Licking and Ohio rivers, where Covington, Kentucky, now 
stands, across from Cincinnati, Ohio. Most of the contingent from the Falls of the Ohio, which brought 
artillery up the river, marched up the Kentucky side, but the company of Captain Hugh McGary 
moved up the Indiana shore for a while, where they were attacked by Indians and suffered some 
casualties. The army built a blockhouse to store supplies and house the wounded men, which was 
the first structure erected where Cincinnati is now located. With Simon Kenton leading the way as 
scout, the army moved north slowly, having to clear a roadway for their cannon. On 06 August they 
reached some deserted Indian villages which they burned, destroying the cabins, crops and 
orchards. They advanced up the Big Miami to Piqua, where the Indians, led by Simon Girty, were 
positioned to engage the Kentuckians. However, the defenders broke quickly in the face of artillery 
fire and fled. Clark’s soldiers again laid waste to the Indian dwellings and crops.17

John Bohannon spent a month away from home once, when he went to Leestown (Lee’s Town) to 
make canoes for use in public service. Situated one-half mile north of the site of Frankfort, Kentucky, 
Leestown is where the buffalo trace crossed the Kentucky River, between the grazing lands in central 
Kentucky, where Lexington eventually was built, to the salt lick known as Drennan’s Lick in what 
became Henry County. However, since John did not serve for six consecutive months in a 
recognized military unit, Helen’s application for a Revolutionary War widows’ pension was denied.18
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In these early times on the frontier, every able-bodied man was a soldier by necessity. The settlers 
usually were actively engaged in war with the Indians from early spring until late fall of the year. The 
wilderness was studded with military posts from which war parties would attack the Indians almost as 
frequently as the Indians attacked the settlements. The hold of officers on their men was tenuous and 
maintained largely by popularity. Officers could advise but they did not command. Those who 
approved of the counsel would follow it. The only punishment for laziness or cowardice was public 
disfavor. In the small tight society of the frontier, the opinion of one’s neighbors was a powerful 
inducement to conform and cooperate in matters of public service or safety. “Any man who failed to 
go and scout on campaigns when it came to his turn met with an expression of indignation in the 
countenances of all his neighbors and epithets of dishonor were fastened upon him without mercy.”19

Helen Bohannon was 77 years old when she applied for a pension on 16 September 1833 in Shelby 
County. Her brother, Abraham Cook, the Baptist preacher, attested to her affidavit before her son, 
Justice of the Peace Henry Bohannon. She stated that John Bohannon died in Shelby County, 
Kentucky, on 10 July 1832, at the age of 77 which verifies his birth year as 1755:20

State of Kentucky
County of Shelby Sct
Be it known that on this 16th day of September in the year 1833 personally appeared before 

Henry Bohannon a Justice of the Peace in and for the said County of Shelby and one of the Justices 
of the Shelby County Court Helen Bohannon widow and relict of John Bohannon deceased a resident 
of the said County aged 77 years who being duly sworn according to law doth on her oath make the 
following statement in order to obtain the benefit of the Act of Congress passed 7th June 1832 -
She states and deposes that she was married to John Bohannon deceased on the 7th day of 
January 1774 in the County of Pittsylvania in the State of Virginia, that in the fall of the year 1779 she 
and her said husband moved to Kentucky to that part of it now known as the County of Mercer that 
they immediately joined the little Garrison in the fort at Wilsons Station which had been erected to 
assist in the protection and defense of the frontier settlements, that her said husband remained in the 
said fort as a part of the Garrison thereof for two whole years except when he was absent 
therefrom on scouting parties and upon regular tours of duty several of which he performed during 
that period, that she also remained in the fort during the whole of said period, she states and 
declares that she distinctly recollects that her said husband performed a six week tour of duty as a 
private volunteer soldier in the Company of Capt John Ellison during which tour he went with Genl. 
Clarke upon the expedition against Piccaway which she thinks was in the year 1780 in the month of 
July of that year she thinks he entered the service upon his said tour, She further states that she 
distinctly remembers that he went on another tour of one month in the month of (blank) in the year 
1781 to Lees Town where he was engaged as she understood from him & others in making canoes 
for the public service, that he was a volunteer soldier also upon this tour and served under Capt. 
(blank) as well as she remembers, She states also that she recollects distinctly of his again entering 
the service of the United States as a private volunteer soldier in the month of April 1782 upon a tour 
of one month in the Company of Capt. (blank) and that he was marched to the widow Harbersons 
where he served out his tour by his substitute John (blank), She further states that she recollects of 
various other small tours which he performed under Capts. (blank) & (blank) but she cannot now 
state the number of them nor the points to which they were directed in consequence of her advanced 
age and consequent loss of memory but from her best recollections she is confident that he did not 
serve less than three tours of one month each by substitute over and above those particularly 
mentioned, that he served them as a private volunteer soldier and she is confident that the whole of 
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his service upon regular tours of duty between the time of his entering the fort at Wilsons Station that 
being in the month of October in the year 1779 and the fall of the year 1783 did not amount to less 
than six months, She also states that during the said period from the month of Oct. 1779 up to the fall 
of the year 1783 he was engaged in a number of scouting parties against the Indians how many 
however and at what particular times she cannot say but from her present best recollection she 
states that he must have served not less during that period than three months in that way and during 
the balance of said period and whilst he was not engaged in active service upon regular tours of duty 
and scouting parties he was stationed in the fort and constituted a part of its Garrison, She states 
that the whole of his services rendered in the manner above named did not fall short of nine months 
on tours & scouts and according to her present best recollection they were all performed as a private 

volunteer soldier, She states also that the whole of said services were performed against the 
Indians, She further states and declares that her said husband the said John Bohannon departed this 
life on the 10th day of July 1832 in Shelby County Ky. where he then resided that she has herself 
continued to reside and still resides in the same County and that by reason of her bodily infirmity she 
is unable to attend court to make her statement, She also states that the said John Bohannon was 77 
years of age at the time of his death. Sworn to and subscribed the day and year first above named

         her
Helen X Bohannon
        mark

And also at the same time and place personally appeared before the same Justice Abraham 
Cook a clergyman residing in Shelby County Ky. and Robert F. Gale residing in the same County and 
State who being duly sworn upon their oaths state that they are well acquainted with Helen 
Bohannon who has subscribed & sworn to the above statement, that she resides in Shelby County 
Ky. and is a person of respectability and that her statements are entitled to full faith and credit, they 
further state that she is the widow and relict John Bohannon of Shelby County Ky. who departed this 
life in the month of July 1832 in said County at an advanced age and who had the reputation in his
neighbourhood of having been a soldier of the revolution which they verily believe and that they never 
heard the fact disputed or in the least doubted, they further state that they believe the said Helen 
Bohannon to be 77 years of age Sworn to and subscribed the day and year first aforesaid

Abrm Cook
Robt F Gale

Helen Cook Bohannon was 23 years old when she arrived in the Kentucky wilderness in 1779. The 
proportion of females on the frontier was small then, but it gradually grew and by 1781 young 
unmarried women began to migrate into Kentucky in substantial numbers. It has been reported that 
licenses to marry were the first processes issued by court clerks of the newly established counties. 
Lawsuits were practically unknown in the early days of the frontier. Disputes were probably settled on 
the spot, physically.

John and Helen Cook Bohannon apparently remained in Mercer County, after they left Wilsons 
Station in 1781, until 1789. They reportedly lived in Mercer County for ten years, before moving to 
Woodford County where they settled on Glenns (Glens) Creek in 1789. They spent their last years in 
Shelby County.21

John Bohannon was on the Woodford County tax list dated 21 April 1790.22 He had 150 acres on the 
Salt River in Mercer County entered, surveyed and granted in his name, which he conveyed to 
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Joseph Edrington, the second husband of his sister, Betsy, prior to 19 July 1797, when Edrington 
was taxed for it as a resident of Woodford County. The land on which John Bohannon lived in 
Woodford County apparently did not belong to him since he was not assessed for land there:23

1790 Sep 24 John Bohannon 1 white male over 21; 1 horse
1791 Apr 25 John Buckhannon 1 white male over 21; 1 black under 16; 1 horse
1792 Sep 13 John Bohannon 1 white male over 21; 2 blacks; 1 horse; 20 cattle
1793 Sep 14 John Bohannon 1 white male over 21; 1 black; 6 horses; 15 cattle

The area of Lincoln County, Virginia, where Wilson’s Station was located, became Mercer County in 
1785.24 Glenns Creek begins near Versailles in Woodford County and runs west into Franklin County, 
where it empties into the Kentucky River, just south of Frankfort. Route 1659 roughly follows Glenns 
Creek. Glenns Creek Church is at the intersection of 1659 and Steele Road, where the road and 
creek are in juxtaposition.25

This chronology indicates that John Bohannon, Jr., with a birth year of 1785, was born in either 
Lincoln or Mercer counties and William Bohannon, with a birth year of 1786, was born in Mercer 
County, before Kentucky became a state in 1792. In the naming tradition of the time, however, it is 
likely that John Bohannon and Helen Cook would have named their first born son William for their 
fathers. Perhaps the traditional birth year of 1785 for John Bohannon, Jr.26 is questionable. By the 
same naming tradition, they would have named their first daughter after his or her mother. Her 
mother was named Margaret, which suggests that their daughter Margaret was one of their first born 
daughters. Perhaps the first wife of William Bohannon was named Joanna (Anna) or Frances, which 
would account for the use of those names by John and Helen.

The children of John Bohannon and Helen Cook are listed in an undocumented record.27 Some of 
them can be identified through an estate administration report in Shelby County  dated 06 July 
1837.28

William Bohannon (Buckannon) entered 150 acres in Mercer County on Hickory Nut Branch, which 
was surveyed to him on 20 October 1788. Sometime later, and somehow, he relinquished his claim, 
because title was granted to Edward Armstrong and heirs on 08 January 1799.29 Hickory Nut Branch 
was in the north part of Mercer County which became Anderson County in 1827. It is a tributary of 
the Salt River, downstream from the location of Wilson’s Station. The Kentucky River divides 
Anderson County from Woodford County near here. Shelby County adjoins Anderson County on the 
north.30 This may have been the father of John Bohannon of Mercer, Woodford and Shelby counties. 
Perhaps John’s father William Bohannon acquired Kentucky land near where John lived and then 
sold it when he decided to move from Virginia to Tennessee.

Joseph Edrington, who obtained the Mercer County land from John Bohannon, married John’s sister 
Elizabeth Bohannon Cook in Woodford County in 1793. Elizabeth was the widow of Jesse Cook, a 
brother of Helen Cook Bohannon, who was killed in an Indian raid on 28 April 1792, along with his 
brother Hosea Cook, who was married to Joseph Edrington’s sister, Elizabeth Edrington. The two 
Betsys, Elizabeth Bohannon Cook and Elizabeth Edrington Cook, are renowned for their heroic 
defense against the Indians who killed their husbands.31 Also among the fatalities from this attack, on 
a small undefended settlement at Innes Bottom, near Frankfort on South Elkhorn Creek, not far from 
its junction with North Elkhorn Creek, was a man named Bohannon and his son.32 This Bohannon 
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has not been identified further but, despite the elapsed time of four years, he may have been Joseph 
Bohannon, whose estate inventory was appraised and returned to Mercer County Court, March term, 
1796 by Jonathan Colliar, Charles Hart, John Goodnite and Abraham Goodnite:33

1 hat cover, 1 hat, 1 straight body coat, 3 1/4 yards coating, 1 fiddle, some leather, 1 blanket, 
1 pocket handkerchief, 1 rifle gun, 1 saddle, 1 garcoat pattern, a breeches pattern, a pair stockings, 
jacket, brieches, lagins, old cloaths, a pare shoes and bucles, and a hankerchief.

In any event, neither the man killed with the Cooks nor Joseph Bohannon have been connected with 
the family of John Bohannon but he or they must have been a cousin or cousins.

Alex Bohannon, who was in Logan’s Company with John Bohannon in 1779, may have been the son 
of Henry Bohannon, Jr. and his first wife Susanna Fretwell. Their son Alexander Bohannon married 
Mary Hill, with the consent of Joseph Hill, in Pittsylvania County, Virginia, on 20 August 1796.34 Alex 
Bohannon, who received a North Carolina land grant in Davidson County, Tennessee, in 1783, lived 
in Sevier County, Tennessee, where he and Mary were members of the Forks of the Little Pigeon 
Baptist Church from 1807 to 1811. They were on the list of new members in September 1807 as 
Mary Bohannon and Alleck Bohannon. In March 1808 it was recorded that “it being made appear to 
the Church that Brother Alexander Bohannon had been gilty of Drinkin two much speritous Liquor, 
Swearing, and Quarrelling, for which the Church Lays him under censure til our next meating in 
course.” In April 1808 “Brother Bohannon came forward and confest his Sin and sorrows for the 
same and the Church forgave him.” In February 1811, “Brother Alleck Bohannon and his wife 
requests a letter of creadence which is granted.” Perhaps they moved to White County, Tennessee, 
where the 1820 census included Mary Bohannon, aged 45 or over, with 3 M 18-26, 1 M 16-18 and 3 
M 10-16.35

There was another Alex Bohannon (Buchanan) who married Nancy McAfee in Mercer County in 1797 
and witnessed the will of Samuel McAfee, Sr., which was proved in Mercer County in August 1801. 
The heirs were daughters, Anna, Hannah, Polly and Jenny McGoffin, and sons, William, Samuel, 
John and Robert McAfee.36 Alexander Bohannon (Buchanan) of Mercer County was born about 
1769, died on 03 December 1806, aged 37, and is buried in New Providence Presbyterian Cemetery 
on Providence Pike, one mile west of New Providence Presbyterian Church on US127, near the town 
of McAfee. His wife Nancy Bohannon (Buchanan) died on 01 October 1810, aged 32, and is buried in 
the same cemetery. This church was originally built in 1785.37

John Bohannon and Helen Cook were Baptists and members of Forks of Elkhorn Baptist Church in 
Woodford County. She became a member on 15 January 1791:38

Name  Remarks
John Bohannon Excluded
Eleanor (Helen?) Bohannon Dismd.

The minutes of the church do not disclose why John Bohannon was excluded from membership but 
he is mentioned otherwise:

Elen Bohannon rcvd by experience 1-15-91
Brethren John Bohanan and Carter Blanton were appointed 2 Sat. in May 1802 to
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cite Brother Thomas Hickman for fighting
2nd Sat. Jan. 1803 A charge was brought against Bro. Isaac Miles for saying

that Bro. John Bohanan does cover the truth with lies & Hypocrisy
and he was Excluded for same

John Bohannon was on the Woodford County tax list in August 1800.39 He was residing in Woodford 
County when the census was taken in 1810:40

John Bohannon 1 M 45+ 1 F 45+    (Helen)
                   2 M 16-26 (John Jr) 1 F 10-16 (Betty)

                  (Abraham)
1 M 10-16 (Henry)

In July 1813 John Bohannon was granted the administration of the estate of his son Abraham, who 
was killed in the War of 1812:41

Woodford County Sct. July County Court 1813
administration of the estate of Abraham Buckhannan decd. is granted to John Buckhannan who 
thereupon took the oath prescribed by law & executed bond with Frederick Mitchell his security in the 
penalty of $500 conditioned according to Law. A copy Teste

Jacob L. Swigert D.C.W.Ct.

John and Helen Cook Bohannon remained in Woodford County through the census of 1820, when 
their only child still living at home was Henry, aged 20:42

John Buckhannon 1 M 45+ 1 F 45+    (Helen)
1 M 16-26 (Henry)

They moved to Shelby County and were living in the area north of the road from Frankfort to 
Louisville, when the 1830 census was enumerated:43

John Bohannon 1 M 70-80 1 F 70-80 (Helen)

Sons William and Henry were living nearby.44 John, Jr. was not far away.45

John Bohannon died on 10 July 1832 without a will. An order to appraise his estate was issued at the 
August 1832 court for Shelby County:46

Shelby County Sct
August Term 1832

Ordered that James Baskett, Seth Cook, Abraham Cook, and Richard Radford or any three of them 
being first sworn do appraise the slaves if any and personal estate of John Bohannon decd. and that 
they return an appraisement thereof to the Court.

A copy Att. James S. Whitaker Clk.

Shelby County Sct
This day James Baskett, Seth Cook, and Richd. Radford came before me and were duly sworn to 
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execute the duties enjoined in the within order. Given under my hand as a Justice of the Peace for 
sd. County the 27 day of Augt. 1832.

Henry Bohannon J.P.

The following is an appraisement & inventory of the personal estate of John Bohannon decd. 
made by the undersigned appraisers & the inventory by the Admr. of the decedent. The appraisers 
being first duly sworn before Henry Bohannon Esqr. proceded as follows viz: On the (blank) day of 
(blank) 1832

 $  cts
1 Bed bedstead & furniture 15 00

do do 10 00
do do   9 00

2 Coverlets   5 00
1 Desk   4 00
1 Chest   1 00
8 Chairs   2 00
1 Keg shaving apparatus iron wedge 2 jars and a few nails   1 50
1 Glass hammer trumpet and a lot of cupboard furniture and a table   5 00
1 Cupboard   3 00
1 Lot of pot metal & pot rack   5 00
1 Lot of old barrels   1 50
1 Water pail churn and fat tub      75
1 Lot of gear streachers etc.   5 00
1 Plough hoe drawing knife & clevis   2 50
2 Axes 2 hoes drawing knife & auger   4 00
1 Harrow   1 50
2 Stands of bees   5 66 2/3
3 Kipskins & side of the sole leather in tan   8 00
1 Ox cart   7 00
150 Boards      75
1 Hogshead with about 9 bushels of old wheat   1 50
A parcel of oats in a house   6 00
1 Plough   2 00
A parcel of old corn 10 00
A stack of oats   5 00
A parcel of sweet potatoes & cabbage   4 00
1 Field of corn 80 00
1 Harrow   2 00
1 Sorrel mare 30 00
1 Grey horse 35 00
1 Lot of hogs 55 00
1 Red heifer   6 00
1 Spotted yearling  do   3 00
1 Black cow   9 00
1 Red   do   9 00
8 Sheep   6 00
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1 Negro man Jack           100 00
1 Barrel of salt   4 18 3/4
A parcel of bacon   6 50
Sythe & cradle   2 00
1 Barrel of soap   1 00
2 Pigs      50
2 Old saddles   1 00
1 Rifle gun 15 00
1 Piece of sole & 2 pieces of upper leather   3 00
About 8 1/2 bushels of wheat   5 31 1/4
Sythe sifter & tray      50
Pair of spoon moles   1 50

          501 06 1/4
1 Note on Henry Bohannon due about a year ago for 60 00

          561 06 1/4

Approved       Apprs
Wm. Bohannon Admr. James Baskett

Seth Cook
Richd. Radford

Shelby County Sct
Sept. Term 1832

An appraisement of the estate of John Bohannon decd. was returned and being examined and 
approved by the Court on motion of Wm. Bohannon Admor. is ordered to be recorded.

Att James S. Whitaker Clk.

A memorandum of the sales of the personal estate of John Bohannon decd. made by his 
Admor. on the 30th day of August 1832 on a credit of 12 months as follows viz ... (among the 
purchasers were John Crutcher, James White, Thomas Hewlitt, William Pace, Peter Vardeman, 
Jones Johnson, William Cook, Henry  Bohannon, William Bohannon, George White, Waller T. 
Brightwell, Sally Cook, John Radford, Abraham Bohannon, Aaron Doss, Jonathan Abbett, Seth Cook, 
Jacob Fulton, William Radford, John Mager, Abner Sacrey, James Steel, Jacob Bergen, William 
White, Lloyd Hackett, James Hackett, Lewis Wilcoxson, Joseph Pace, Margaret Baldwin, John 
Radcliff, Thos. Nichols, Robt. Sacrey, Nicholas Yount, Jeremiah Tinder, Harrison Allison and Richd. 
Radford). The Report was approved by William Bohannon, Admr. The total amount of the sale was 
$406.76 1/4).

Shelby County Sct.
Sept. Term 1832
An account of sales of the estate of John Bohannon, decd. was returned and being examined 

and approved by the Court on motion of Wm. Bohannon Adm. is ordered to be recorded.
Att. Jas. S. Whitaker Clk.

William Bohannon settled the account of his administration of his father’s estate on 06 July 1837:47

We, Thomas Wallace & William Kinkade two of the Commissioners appointed by the 
Shelby County Court to settle with Exors. Admors. and Guardians have this 6th day of July 1837 at 
the office of William Kinkade in Shelbyville proceded to settle with Wm. Bohannon Admor. of John 
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Bohannon decd. as follows (viz)
 $  Cts

We charge the Admor. with the amount of the sale bil          l406 76 1/4
1 Note of hand on Henry Bohannon & interest for 1 year 63 60
Amount in the Admors. hands           470 36 1/4
Amount paid out for debts 46 66
Ballance           423 70 1/4
Deduct widow’s dower           141 23
Ballance subject to distribution           282 47 1/4
We give the Admor. cr. by the following Vouchers
     No. 1 County Court Clerk fee bill               3 96 1/2

2 Sheriff fee bill for tax               1 26
3 Henry H. Anderson receipt   6 -
4 Sheriff fee bill for tax    - 81
5 Richard Radford receipt   2 00
6 Henry Bohannon same   5 87 1/2
7 County Court Clerk fee bill    - 25

Admors. personal services 23 50
Commissioners fees   3 00
Amount of credits 46 66
Amount in the Admors. hands subject to distrabution           282 47 1/4
Amount paid to legatees by Admor.           246.96
Ballance in the Admors. hands 35 51 1/4
Legatees credit by the following vouchers
       No. 8 John Montgomery receipt 62 23

  9 William Knox same 11 50
10 Samuel Montgomery same 11 50
11 Pascal Jackson same 11 50
13 Hugh Montgomery receipt 11 50
12 William Wood same 11 50
14 Frederick Mitchell 35 36
15 Waller T. Brightwell same   8 89
16 Frederick Mitchell Junr same   8 89
17 Alexander Mitchell same   8 89
18 Henry Bohannon same 65 00

Amount paid to legatees           246 96
Amount of Helen Bohannon’s dower widow of John Bohannon            141 23
Credit by the following vouchers
     No. 19 Henry Bohannon receipt   8 89 1/2

20 Helen Bohannon same   3 50
21 Wm. Bohannon rcpt.   5 50
22 Helen Bohannon receipt 16 00
23 Helen Bohannon same   8 76
24 Same same same   7 00
25 Henry Bohannon 13 50

Amount of credits against dower 63 13 1/2
Amount of dower                     $141 23 cts
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63 13 1/2
Ballance of the dower in the Admors. hands          $ 78 09 1/2

From the foregoing settlement it appears that there is remaining in the hands of the Admor. a 
sum of $35.51 1/4 of which Josiah Jackman is entitled to receive $11.89 to make him equil with the 
other heirs and that there is also remaining in the hands of the Admor. the sum of $78.09 1/2 of 
Helen Bohannon’s dower of which John Bohannon has received his portion. See transfer to Henry 
Bohannon & receipt No. 18 in the Admor. all of which is  reported by us this 6th day of July 1837.

W. Kinkade
Th. Wallace
Comms.

Shelby County Sct
July Term 1837
A settlement with Wm. Bohannon Admor. of John Bohannon decd. with its 
accompanying vouchers was filed subject to exceptions August Term 1837. No exception 

being filed to the settlement with Wm. Bohannon Admor. of John Bohannon decd. the same was 
ordered to be recorded.

Att. James S. Whitaker Clk.

Helen Cook Bohannon died in 1837, apparently after the estate of John Bohannon was settled in 
July, when the records refer to her without indicating that she was dead.

Unless there was another record of distribution to heirs, Margaret, Frances, and Rhoda Bohannon 
apparently died before their father, without surviving issue. Their inclusion in the family record of 
John Bohannon and Helen Cook48 is not supported by any documentation or other evidence of their 
existence. Abraham Bohannon and Prudence Jones had a daughter Rhoda Bohannon who married 
(1) Hercules Agee on 01 February 1821 and (2) Hosea Cook on 14 July 1823 in Shelby County.49

Rachel Bohannon Montgomery died before 1819, when her husband Robert married Patsy 
Whitecotton in Gallatin County, Kentucky. Among the heirs of John Bohannon were her children or 
their spouses, Samuel Montgomery, William Knox, Paschal Jackson, Hugh Montgomery, William 
Wood and Josiah Jackman. The heir, John Montgomery, probably was the husband of Elizabeth 
Bohannon. The Mitchell heirs were the husband and children of Joanna Bohannon Mitchell. Waller L. 
Brightwell, who married her daughter Permelia Mitchell,50 probably was Waller T. Brightwell of the 
estate settlement.

Katie May Spruhan Garland and Madge Beatrice Spruhan Goodwin, daughters of John Spruhan and 
Joan America Bohannon (Bohanon), granddaughters of John Bohannon III and Adaline Booth and 
great-granddaughters of John Bohannon, Jr. and Polly Sacra, were accepted into membership in the 
National Society of the Daughters of the American Revolution against the service of John 
Bohannon.51 Dated 16 May 1941, the application of Mrs. Goodwin, of Willow, California, stated that 
John Bohannon and Helen Cook had a daughter Mary who married John Jackson in 1813, and other 
daughters who married men named Montgomery, Knox, Wood and Mitchell. This is partially wrong 
and probably was based on the legatees named in the settlement of the estate of John Bohannon, 
which included William Knox, Paschal Jackson and William Wood. These men were sons-in-law of 
Robert Montgomery and Rachel Bohannon.52
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Robert Montgomery (1762-1823), who married Rachel Bohannon, was a son of Samuel Montgomery 
and Margaret (or Mary) Nichols of Wythe County, Virginia, who came to Kentucky in 1786. Samuel, 
who was a son of Robert Montgomery, bought land in 1791 on Dry Run in Woodford County at what 
is now the village of Jett. He died in 1797. Rachel Bohannon and Robert Montgomery were married 
in Woodford County by the pioneer Baptist preacher William Hickman on 22 April 1798. Rachel was 
the second wife of Robert Montgomery, who was married first to Mary Love. In 1808 Robert and 
Rachel moved to Gallatin County where Rachel died before 1819 when Robert married (3) Patsy 
Whitecotton and went to Rush County, Indiana, where he died in 1823. He had children by all three 
wives.

John Montgomery, who married Elizabeth Bohannon, was a son of Robert Montgomery and Mary 
Love, who was the son of Samuel Montgomery and Margaret Nichols, who was the son of Robert 
Montgomery, who was the son of William Montgomery, who was the son of James Montgomery who 
came from Ireland in 1666. John Montgomery and Elizabeth Bohannon were the parents of William 
Henry Montgomery, who married Mary Elizabeth Hoggins. Their daughter Mary Jane Montgomery 
married William Henry Bohannon, son of Abraham Bohannon and Mary Lewis.53
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ROBERT C MONTGOMERY
Born 23 Apr 1762 Virginia
Died 08 Feb 1823 Rush County, Indiana
Married (1) Mary Love        c1789 Virginia

Born
Died before 22 Apr 1798

Children (1) (order of birth unknown):
Sally Montgomery
b.
d.
m. Robert Montgomery Jr 27 Dec 1806 Franklin County, Kentucky

John Montgomery
b. 06 Nov 1791
d. 03 Apr 1872
m. (1) Elizabeth Bohannon 26 Dec 1813
     (2) Priscilla Montgomery 12 May 1847

Married (2) Rachel Bohannon 22 Apr 1798 Woodford County, Kentucky
Born probably c1780
Died before 1819 probably Gallatin County, Kentucky

Children (2) (order of birth unknown):
Hugh Montgomery
b. 01 Nov 1800
d.        1852 California
m. (1) Elizabeth Montgomery 14 Oct 1818 Shelby County, Kentucky
     (2) Sally Wilcoxson 10 Dec 1820 Shelby County, Kentucky

Mary Montgomery
b.
d.
m. William Wood

Margaret Montgomery
b.
d.
m. William Knox

Frances Montgomery
b.
d.
m. Paschal Jackson        1824 Gallatin County, Kentucky
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Robert Montgomery Jr
b.
d.
m.

Samuel Montgomery
b.
d.
m. (1) Susan Bacon        1836 Gallatin County, Kentucky
     (2) ----- ------
     (3) ----- Owen Walker

Eleanor Montgomery
b.
d.
m. Josiah Jackman

Married (3) Patsy Whitecotton 26 May 1819 Gallatin County, Kentucky
Born
Died

Children (3) (order of birth unknown):
Joseph L Montgomery
b.
d.
m.

Sarah Jane Montgomery
b.
d.
m. John Meek        1838

Robert C. Montgomery had 2 children by Mary Love and 7 by Rachel Bohannon. John Montgomery 
had 14 children by Elizabeth Bohannon, including William Montgomery, who married Elizabeth 
Hoggins, and 7 children by Priscilla Montgomery.54 Robert C. Montgomery served in the 
Revolutionary War and was wounded at the Battle of Guilford Court House, North Carolina.55 Born in 
1762, Robert would have been 48 in 1810 when the census reported his age as being 45 or over. 
Rachel Bohannon Montgomery was tabulated as being between 26 and 45 (born between 1765 and 
1784). To have married in 1798, she must have been born by 1782, perhaps a year or two earlier. 
Robert Montgomery and his son-in-law, Robert Montgomery, Jr., were enumerated in Gallatin County 
on the same page:56

Robert Montgomery 2 M 45+ 1 F 26-45 (Rachel)
1 M 16-26 (John) 3 F     -10 (?)
1 M     -10 (Hugh)

Robert Montgomery 1 M 26-45 1 F 16-26 (Sally)
1 F     -10 (?)



                                                                                                        JOHN BOHANNON

:Prepared by WILLIAM G SCROGGINS 30 Jul 1998
:                     718 Mill Valley Drive, Taylor Mill KY 41015-2278                    18

When Robert C. Montgomery died in Rush County, Indiana, in 1823, his son John was named as 
administrator of his estate and as guardian of his orphaned siblings, Frances, Samuel, Eleanor and 
Sarah Jane Montgomery.57

Robert Montgomery, Jr., who married Sally Montgomery, probably was a nephew of Robert 
Montgomery, known as junior to differentiate him from his uncle. Sally and her husband moved to 
Gallatin County.

Sally Wilcoxson, who married Hugh Montgomery, was a daughter of Daniel Wilcoxson and Sally 
Faulconer and a sister of Jane Wilcoxson, who married William Bohannon. It appears that Hugh was 
married twice. Elizabeth Montgomery, daughter of George Montgomery, married Hugh Montgomery 
on 14 October 1818.58 Hugh Montgomery went to California during the gold rush and died there in 
1852.

Elizabeth Bohannon, who married John Montgomery, was a daughter of John and Helen Cook 
Bohannon and a sister of Robert Montgomery’s second wife Rachel. Married to John in 1813, 
Elizabeth probably was born before 1798. The 1820 census for Gallatin County, Kentucky, shows 
John Montgomery with a female aged 16-26 (born between 1794 and 1804) and three children  who 
could have been born after 1813:59

John Montgomery 1 M 26-45 1 F 16-26 (Betty)
1 M     -10 2 F     -10

Frederick Mitchell, who married Joanna Bohannon, was the son of Rosanna Mitchell who settled on 
Glenns Creek near Millville in Woodford County.60 Frederick Mitchell was enumerated on the 1810 
census for Woodford County with 33-year-old Joanna shown as being between 26 and 45:61

Frederick Mitchel 1 M 45+ 1 F 26-45 (Johanna)
1 M 26-45                   2 F     -10
1 M     -10

In 1820 he was tabulated again in Woodford County and 43-year-old Joanna was counted as 26 to 
45:62

Frederick Mitchel 1 M 45+ 1 F 26-45 (Johanna)
1 M 16-26                   1 F 16-26
1 M 10-16                   1 F 10-16
2 M     -10                   1 F     -10

Eight children of Joanna Bohannon and Frederick Mitchell have been identified, with the names of 
three spouses.63 Mahala Stucker who married William J. Mitchell was a daughter of Sarah Stucker. 
There were two other Mitchell-Stucker marriages. Frederick Mitchell had a brother John Mitchell, 
whose daughter, Rosanna Mitchell, married William Stucker in Woodford County in 1813. Another 
brother Michael Mitchell had a daughter Sarah Mitchell, who married John Stucker.

Waller and Permelia Mitchell Brightwell went to Platte County, Missouri.64
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FREDERICK MITCHELL
Born
Died
Married Joanna Bohannon        1801 Woodford County, Kentucky

Born 24 Aug 1777 Virginia
Died

Children (order of birth unknown):
Permelia Mitchell
b.
d.
m. Waller L Brightwell 29 May 1821 Woodford County, Kentucky

George Mitchell
b.
d.
m. Lucy ------

Frederick Mitchell Jr
b.
d.
m.

William J Mitchell
b.
d.
m. Mahala Stucker 11 Jul 1837 Franklin County, Kentucky

Abraham Mitchell
b.
d.
m.

Samuel G Mitchell
b.
d.
m.

Joanna B Mitchell
b.
d.
m.
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Margaret F Mitchell
b.
d.
m.
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JOHN BOHANNON JR
Born                  c1790 Lincoln County, Virginia (Kentucky)
Died after 21 Jun 1860
Married Polly Sacra 27 Dec 1810 Shelby County, Kentucky

Born 11 Dec 1783 Virginia
Died after 21 Jun 1860

Children:
Malinda Bohannon
b.           1811 Shelby County Kentucky
d.    Apr 1896 Wayne County, Iowa
m. (1) James Havilah Fenley 08 Jul 1830 Shelby County, Kentucky
     (2) John Allen 20 Apr 1871 Wayne County, Iowa

Elizabeth Bohannon
b.             Shelby County, Kentucky
d.
m. Moses Dulin 24 Apr 1828 Shelby County, Kentucky

Abraham Bohannon
b.             1814 Shelby County, Kentucky
d.                       buried Danville, Hendricks County, Indiana
m.

John Bohannon III
b. 06 Apr 1816 Shelby County, Kentucky
d. 06 Jun  1905 Madison, Madison County, Nebraska
m. Adaline Booth 26 Sep 1843 Danville, Hendricks County, Indiana

James M Bohannon
b. 15 Oct 1817 Shelby County, Kentucky
d. 21 Oct 1848 Shelby County, Kentucky
m. Frances M ------

Abner Bohannon
b. 12 Nov 1817 Shelby County, Kentucky
d.
m. Sarah (Rogers?) c1840 (Hendricks County, Indiana?)

Henry Bohannon
b. 22 Sep 1818 Shelby County, Kentucky
d. 03 May 1898 Pleasureville, Kentucky
m. Parmelia Jefferies 24 May 1844 Shelby County, Kentucky
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America Bohannon
b.       c1823 Shelby County, Kentucky
d.
m. Harvey Pilcher 28 Dec 1856 Franklin County, Kentucky

Robert Bohannon
b.       c1825 Shelby County, Kentucky
d.
m.

Eunice Bohannon
b.
d.
m.

Louise Bohannon
b.
d.
m.

Probable child:
Catherine Bohannon
b. c1831 Indiana 
d.   1913 Indianapolis, Marion County, Indiana
m. (1) Jeptha Rodgers -- Dec 1848 Franklin County, Kentucky
     (2) John Deskins
     (3) Merritt Stephens 

The birth dates of sons, John, Abner, James and Henry Bohannon, which come from various 
sources, are conflicting and, therefore, unreliable. Henry’s, which comes from his tombstone in 
Springfield Cemetery, Henry County, Kentucky, should be correct:

Henry Bohannon 22 Sep 1818 03 May 1898
Permelia Bohannon             1828 Wife of Henry Bohannon

Polly Sacra (Sacry, Sacre), who married John Bohannon, Jr. on 27 December 1810, was a daughter 
of Isaac Sacra and Elizabeth George, who came to Kentucky from Caroline County, Virginia.65

Elizabeth Sacra gave her consent to the marriage:66

December 22 1810. 
Please to let John Bohannon and Polly Sacra have licens that they may lawful be joined 

together and you will oblige me.
Elizabeth X Sacra

Richard Radford

This shall oblige us our heirs etc to be held and firmly bound unto the Commonwealth of 
Kentucky in the sum of L50 Current money Rendered yet upon this Condition that if there be no 
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lawful cause to obstruct the marriage intended to be solemnized between Mr John Bohannon to Miss 
Polly Sacra whose father is deced but her mother Elizabeth Sacra gave her certificate of consent 
thereto then the above obligation to be void else remain in full force and effect Witness our hands 
and seals this 22nd day of Decr 1810                                            hannon

Teste Jno Hall John Buch (Seal)
William Yount (Seal)

William Yount married Polly’s sister Catherine Sacra on 24 April 1810. Another sister Elizabeth 
“Betsy” Sacra married William B. Cook, son of Jesse Cook and Elizabeth Bohannon on 14 February 
1811. Their brother Abner Sacra married Phebe Martin Crook, widow of Zachariah Crook, on 05 
March 1823, with Henry Bohannon as surety.67

Isaac Sacra died in Franklin County, Kentucky, in 1807, and his widow Elizabeth obtained a pension 
for his service in the Revolutionary War. Elizabeth George Sacra, who was born on 01 March 1761, 
was a daughter of Robert and Mary George. She married Isaac Sacra on 24 December 1780 and 
had nine children, who were listed from a Bible record:68

State of Indiana
Hendricks County Sct On this the eight day of October A.D. 1838 personally 

appeared before me James Durgin a Justice of the Peace in and for Hendricks County State of 
Indiana Elizabeth Sacrey a resident of Indiana in the County of Hendricks aged Seventy years seven 
months and seven days who being first duly sworn according to law doth under Oath make the 
following declaration in order to Claim the benefit of the pension made by the Act of Congress 
passed July 7th A.D. 1831 entitled an Act Granting half pay and pensions to certain Widows  that she 
is the Widow of Isaac Sacrey who was a private in the 2nd Virginia Regiment that she had often 
heard him say that he served in Captain Hawes Company & that the Regiment was Commanded by 
Col Woodford  She further states that she has heard him say that he enlisted as a regular soldier in 
the County of Caroline State of Virginia about the year A.D. 1777 for two years. That he from thence 
marched Northward and before the expiration of his enlistment he was taken sick and in the fall of 
the year preceding the expiration of the time of his enlistment he returned home in the care of his 
brother James Sacrey in part  that he was unable to walk from the time of his return till the next 
spring & before he was able to render any service the time of his enlistment expired. she further 
declaims that she was married to the said Isaac Sacrey on the 24th of December in the year 1780 in 
the County of Caroline State of Virginia and that he died in Franklin County State of Kentucky in the 
year 1807  that she was not married to him previous to his leaving the service but the marriage took 
place previous to the first day of January 1794, to wit, at the time above stated  as she knows from 
her own recollection, and also as appears from the original Family Record of their marriage which is 
now in her possession and reads thus, Elizabeth George born March 1st 1761 married to Isaac 
Sacrey December 24th 1780, She would further State that she knows of no person by whom she can 
prove her marriage except James Sacrey and Virgil Poe both of Franklin County, Kentucky  She 
therefore hopes that the Department will allow her claim that a small pension would be of great use to 
her in her old age. she would further state that she is very infirm and consequently is unable to attend 
in open Court to make her declaration  that she lives five miles from the Court house in her 
County  her

Attest Elizabeth X Sacrey
S T Headley mark
State of Indiana
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Hendricks County Sct

Robert Sacra born 09 Nov 1781
Polly Sacra born 11 Dec 1783
Elizabeth Sacra born 18 Jan 1786
Catherine Sacra born 23 Feb 1788
James George Sacra born 12 May 1790
Thomas Sacra born 12 Aug 1792
Abner Sacra born 01 Jan 1795
Charles Sacra born 16 Sep 1797
Benjamin Sacra born 24 Aug 1799

On 10 September 1839, a Certificate of Pension was issued to Elizabeth Sacrey, widow of Isaac 
Sacrey, a private in the Virginia Line, and sent to Henry Bohannon, Christiansburg, Kentucky. She 
was inscribed on the Roll at the rate of $70.00 per annum, to commence on 04 March 1843. A 
second certificate was issued on 24 August 1844 and sent to John Bohannon, Bellville, Indiana. 

Isaac Sacra’s brother, James C. Sacra, who served with him in the Revolutionary War and was a 
pensioner, married (1) Nancy Collins, daughter of John Collins of  Caroline County, Virginia, before 
her father deeded her a negro girl on 13 September 1787 in Caroline County, and (2) Joanna 
Crutcher Sale in Franklin County, Kentucky, on 02 January 1801. Widow Joanna Crutcher Sale was 
a daughter of Henry and Susanna Crutcher, who came to Woodford County, Kentucky, from Caroline 
County, Virginia, and a sister of Katherine (Keturah) Crutcher, who married William Cook III. James 
C. Sacra had two sons and two daughters by his first wife and, at least, one daughter by his second. 
Two of his daughters married sons of William Cook III and Keturah Crutcher, with their brother John 
C. Sacra as surety on both bonds. Margaret Sacra married Jesse Cook against a bond issued in 
Shelby County on 02 September 1818, and Nancy Sacra married Isaac Cook against a bond issued 
in Franklin County on 05 October 1820.69

James Havilah Fenley (Findley), who married Malinda Bohannon on 08 July 1830,70 was born in 
Shelby County, Kentucky, in 1808 and died in Putnam County, Indiana, in 1864 where he is buried in 
Bell Union Cemetery. Malinda Bohannon Fenley went to Wayne County, Iowa, in 1868 with her 
children. She is buried there in Confidence Cemetery.71

Harvey Pilcher, who married America Bohannon, was a son of John Pilcher whose wife was named 
Moore. By his first wife, whose name is not known, Harvey Pilcher had a son Louis, a daughter 
Susan and two other daughters. By America Bohannon he had Robert who married Molly Moss, 
William who married Alice Moss and Charles who married Amanda Burge.72

John Bohannon, Jr. was enumerated on the 1820 census of Shelby County:73
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John Buckhannon 1 M 26-45 1 F 45+   (Eliz. Sacra?)
2 M 16-26 (Abner Sacra?) 1 F 26-45 (Polly)

      (Ben Sacra?)
1 M 10-16 (?) 1 F 10-16 (?)
4 M     -10 (Abraham) 1 F     -10 (Malinda)

      (John)                                     (Elizabeth)
                                          (James)

                                      (Henry)

The female over 45 probably was Polly’s mother who was a widow when John and Polly were 
married in 1810. Perhaps John moved into the Sacra home and was counted as the head of the 
family in 1820. The persons over 10 could have been siblings of Polly. Her youngest brother 
Benjamin, who was born on 24 August 1799 and whose marriage date is unknown, would have been 
21 in 1820. Brother Abner, who was born on 01 January 1795 and did not get married until 1823, 
would have been 25. Both could be the males in age group 16-26. When Elizabeth George Sacra 
applied for her pension in 1838, she resided with her son Abner, so perhaps John and Polly Sacra 
Bohannon moved to their own farm in the interim.

John Bohannon, Jr. bought 101 acres, 1 rood and 31 1/2 poles of land, on the headwaters of Big 
Benson Creek in Shelby County, from John and Luvinia Wilcoxson of Shelby County for $300 in 
silver on 04 March 1825. The tract was part of 2000 acres surveyed for Samuel Beall and adjoined 
land of Daniel Wilcoxson, John D. Mitchell, David Lilly and Abraham Bohannon.74

Elizabeth Bohannon married Moses Dulin (Dooly) on 24 April 182875 and Malinda Bohannon probably 
was married after the 1830 census of Shelby County was taken, which listed John and Polly as a 
family of 11:76

John Bohannon 1 M 40-50 1 F 40-50 (Polly)
1 M 20-30 (Abraham) 2 F 15-20 (Malinda)
1 M 15-20 (John?)      (?)
2 M 10-15 (James) 1 F   5-10 (America)

      (Henry) 1 F     -  5 (Catherine?)
1 M   5-10 (Abner)
2 M     -  5 (Robert)

                                                                  (?)

John Bohannon, Jr. apparently went to Indiana before 1840, when he was enumerated on the 
census for Hendricks County, next to his son Abraham:77

Bohanan, John 1 M 50-60 1 F 50-60 (Polly)
2 M 20-30 1 F 15-20 (America)

      2 M 10-15 1 F   5-10 (Catherine?)

Bohanan, Abraham 1 M 20-30 1 F 15-20 
2 F   0-  5 

John returned to Kentucky before 29 August 1850 when he was tabulated on the census for Shelby 
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County. Madge Spruhan Goodwin gave the birth and death dates of John Bohannon, Jr. as 1785 and 
after 1850 and those of Polly Sacra Bohannon as about 1790 and about 1840,78 but both were alive 
in 1850. According to the dates of Mrs. Goodwin and the ages shown on prior censuses, the 1850 
enumeration gives an incorrect age for John:79

John Bohannon 50 M Farmer born KY Real estate value $450
Polly 67 F         VA
America 27 F         KY
Robert 25 M Laborer         KY

Abner Bohannon lived next to his father:80

Abney Bohannon 32 M Farmer born KY Real estate value $250
Sarah 28 F                      KY
William H 10 M            KY
America   9 F         KY
Thisa   7 F         KY
Mildred   6 F         KY
James M   3 M         KY
Mary F   1 F         KY

Abner Bohannon, who was born on 12 November 1817 in Shelby County, Kentucky81 seems to have 
gone to Indiana with his father and married in Hendricks County. A marriage between Abner 
Bohannon and Sarah Rogers occurred there before 1842:82

Bohannon, Abner Sarah Rogers before 1842 2-43
Bohannon, John Adaline Booth 26 Sep 1843 2-205
Bohannon, Samuel Eliza Bryant 08 Jan 1866 6-429
Bohannon, Jane N Joseph Harris 13 Mar 1866 6-456
Bohannon, America John Henry Cornett 20 Jan 1867 6-544
Bohannon, Melissa Eli C Baker 21 Mar 1872 7-437
Bohannan, Cass Ann Wm B Bryant 11 Sep 1873 8-59
Bohanan, Elizabeth John C Reed 01 Oct 1873 8-64
Bohanan, Nancy David Boswell Jr 31 Oct 1875 8-263
Bohonon, Zerelda Josiah Bryant 28 Nov 1877 8-441
Bohanah, Abraham Lucy Daugherty 05 May 1878 8-491
Bohanan, Mary Albert Lambar 27 Mar 1879 9-20
Bohanan, Catherine Luther Campbell 11 Sep 1881 9-246
Bohannan, Ambrose Addie Anderson 10 Dec 1882 9-363

John Bohannon, Jr. and Polly Sacra Bohannon were still living in Franklin County, Kentucky, on 21 
June 1860, when he was shown as aged 70:83

John Bohannon 70 M laborer born KY
Polly Bohannon 77 F         VA
Robert Bohannon 35 M laborer         KY
Sarah White 47 F         KY
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 John Bohannon III, who probably was one of the males aged 20-30 counted with his father in 1840, 
was still in Franklin Township, Hendricks County, Indiana, in 1850:84

John Bohanan 34 M Farmer born KY
Adaline Bohanan 26 F         TN
John S Bohanan 5 M          IN
Ambrose J Bohanan   4 M          IN
William C Bohanan     3 M          IN
Mary Alice     1 F          IN

He was still there in 1870:85

Bohanan, John 54 M Farmer born KY
   Ambrose 24 M Works in Spoke factory         IN
   Ben 19 M Going to School         IN
   Joann 16 F         IN
   James 15 M Works on Farm         IN
   Livingston 13 M Works on Farm         IN
   Emma 11 F At Home         IN
   David   9 M At Home         IN
   Howard   8 M At Home         IN
   Allen 5 M At Home         IN
   Kate C 3 F At Home         IN
   Adaline 46 F Keeping House         TN

By the June 1880, John was a resident of Jackson Township, Carroll County, Indiana:86

Bohannon, John 64 W M born KY
     Adaline 56 W F Wife         TN
     David E 19 W M Son          IN
     Howard 17 W M Son          IN
     Harry A 15 W M Son          IN
     Rettie Cook 13 W F Daughter          IN

Baker,    Emma    7 W F Granddau          IN       

The name “Rettie” may have been a nickname or a misunderstanding by the enumerator for “Katie.”

Livingston B. Bohannon was in Jackson Township, Carroll County, Indiana, in 1880:87

Bohannon, L B 23 W M School Teacher born IN
     Edith 22 W F Wife Keeping House         VA

John Bohannon III resided with his son-in-law John Seaton Robinson in Madison County, Nebraska, 
in 1900:88

Robinson, John 44 W M Head born May 1856 KY
    Kate 33 W F Wife        Apr 1867 IN



                                                                                                        JOHN BOHANNON

:Prepared by WILLIAM G SCROGGINS 30 Jul 1998
:                     718 Mill Valley Drive, Taylor Mill KY 41015-2278                    28

    Adeline   6  W F Daughter         May 1894 NE
Bohanon, John 84 W M Father-in-law        Apr 1816 KY 

The name of Harry Allen Bohannon appeared as Allen in 1870, Harry A. in 1880 and Allen H in 
1900:89

Bohannon, Allen H 35 born Feb 1865 IN
     Evalin F 26 Wife         Jan 1874 IL
     Howard E   2 Son         May 1898 NE

 Hotzel,     Charles F    25 ?         Oct 1874 IA

Benjamin B. Bohannon was a resident of Phelps County, Nebraska, in 1900:90

Bohannon, Benj 46 Head born Feb 1851 IN
     Etta E 30 Wife         Jun 1870 TN
     Ophelia 12 Daughter         Oct 1888 TN
     Aubry W 10 Son         Aug 1890 TN
     Albertis J   8 Son         Mar 1892 TX
     Benny   5 Son         Oct 1894 MO
     Anna V    2/12 Daughter         Apr 1900 NE   

John Samuel Bohannon was a widower in Jackson Township, Carroll County, Indiana, on 03 June 
1900:91

Bohannon, John S. 55 Head Widower Clerk  born Dec 1845 IN
     Carrie A 32 Daughter Mar 1867 IN

Eliza Bryant, wife of John S. Bohannon, may have died in Camden, Indiana, in 1898:92

Bohannon, Eddie* M W      8 26 May 1886 Camden, IN H-10 104
Bohannon, Eliza J. F W     47 09 Sep 1898 Camden, IN H-10 7
Bohannon, James P. M W    30 09 Aug 1885 Camden, IN H-10 84
Bohannon, John P. M W 2/12 25 Jul 1885 Camden, IN H-10 84
*Fell out of a hay loft and died.
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JOHN BOHANNON III
Born 06 Apr 1816 Shelby County, Kentucky
Died 06 Jun 1905 Madison, Madison County, Nebraska
Married Adeline Booth 26 Sep 1843 Danville, Hendricks County, Indiana

Born 19 Dec (1824?) Tennessee
Died 03 Aug 1895 Madison, Madison County, Nebraska

Children:
John Samuel Bohannon
b.    Dec 1844 Indiana
d.    Oct 1904
m. Eliza Bryant 08 Jan 1866 Hendricks County, Indiana

Ambrose J Bohannon
b. c1846 Indiana
d. 
m. Adaline Anderson 10 Dec 1882 Hendricks County, Indiana

William C Bohannon
b. c1847 Indiana
d. 
m.

Melissa (Mary Alice) Bohannon
b. 1849 Indiana
d.
m. Eli Baker 21 Mar 1872 Hendricks County, Indiana

Benjamin B Bohannon
b.   Feb 1851 Indiana
d.
m. Etta E ----- 1888

Joan America Bohannon
b. 17 Jul 1853 Indiana
d. 28 Feb 1891
m. John A Spruhan 01 May 1879 Carroll County, Indiana

James P Bohannon
b. 19 Jul 1855 Indiana
d. 09 Aug 1885 Camden, Carroll County, Indiana
m. Alice A Shortridge 19 Feb 1877 Carroll County, Indiana
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Livingston Breckinridge Bohannon
b. 07 Mar 1857 Camden, Carroll County, Indiana
d. 13 Oct 1891 Madison, Madison County, Nebraska 
m. Edith Julia Harrison 26 Aug 1879 Carroll County, Indiana

Emma Bohannon
b. c1859 Indiana
d. 
m.

David Alexander Bohannon
b.   c1861 Indiana
d. 22 Aug 1950
m. Anna E Miller 01 Aug 1887 Carroll County, Indiana

Howard Bohannon
b. c1862 Indiana
d. 
m.

Harry Allen Bohannon
b.    Feb 1865 Indiana
d.
m. Evelyn F Campbell 30 Jun 1897 Madison County, Nebraska

Kate Cook Bohannon
b.    Apr 1867 Indiana
d. 
m. John Seaton Robinson 1890 Madison, Madison County, Nebraska 

Adeline Booth was a daughter of Hugh Booth and Mary “Polly” Davis, who was a daughter Thomas 
Davis and Mary Parker.
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LIVINGSTON BRECKINRIDGE BOHANNON
Born 07 Mar 1857 Camden, Carroll County, Indiana
Died 13 Oct 1891  Madison, Madison County, Nebraska
Married Edith Julia Harrison 26 Aug 1879 Madison, Madison County, Nebraska

Born 13 Jan 1858 Putnam County, West Virginia
Died 28 May 1934 Fallbrook, San Diego County, California

Child:
John McClellan Bohannon
b. 15 May 1888 Madison, Madison County, Nebraska
d. 27 Jan 1977 San Diego, San Diego County, California
m. Margaret Louise Stoll 01 May 1914 Hollywood, Los Angeles Co., CA

b. 14 May 1892 California
d. 24 Oct 1949
c. John Lawrence Bohannon (living, my grandfather)
    Robert William Bohannon (living)
    George Harrison Bohannon

Edith Julia Harrison was a daughter of John Wesley Harrison (b. 1822; d. 20 Apr 1870) and Elizabeth 
Safronia Kirkpatrick (b. 04 Feb 1823; d. 19 Jul 1878), who were married 19 October 1843 at Point 
Pleasant, Mason County, West Virginia. Elizabeth Safronia Kirkpatrick was a daughter of Thomas 
Kirkpatrick and Margaret Weir. Her father Thomas Weir was a soldier in the Revolutionary War.

L.B. Bohannon was a school superintendent in Madison, Nebraska.

Margaret Louise Stoll was the daughter of George Henry Stoll and Maria Ysidra “Sadie” Reyes. Sadie 
Reyes was the daughter of John R. Reyes. George Henry Stoll ran his own business in Los Angeles, 
California, importing coffee, tea, and spices.

John McClellan Bohannon was one of the earliest residents of Beverly Hills, California, and among 
other things, was secretary of the Alexandria Hotel in Los Angeles and later owned his own real-
estate firm in southern California. He was awarded the Freedom Award, presented by President 
Harry Truman in Los Angeles in 1948 for his service as “ADM OF CAMP HAAN” and his work in civil 
defense and for the OPA during World War II.

John Lawrence Bohannon is the grandfather of James. R. Bohannon of Sunnyvale, California. 
Robert William Bohannon is also still living in May 1998. [E-mail data, James R. Bohannon 
<james@mingming.com> 20 May1998.] 

Carroll County, Indiana, marriages include two which have not been connected to the family:93

Bohannan, Joan A John A Spruhan 01 May 1879 5-422
Bohannon, Harvey K Vera D Logan 24 Jun 1915   16-375 
Bohannon, James P Alice A Shortridge 19 Feb 1877 7-242
Bohannon, L Breck Edith J Harrison 26 Aug 1879 7-445
Bohannon, Louise A John D Hardin 01 Jun 1920   17-556
Bohanon, David Anna E Miller 01 Aug 1887 9-213
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Evelyn Campbell, who married Allen Bohannon, was a daughter of Abel E. Campbell and Mary F. 
Jameson and a native of Illinois.94

John Seaton Robinson, who married Kate Bohannon, was the youngest of the thirteen children of 
Robert Robinson and Sarah Aiken, who were born, respectively, in 1810 and 1817 in Ireland. They 
were married in 1832 and emigrated to Wheeling, West Virginia, in 1837. John Seaton Robinson was 
born there on 04 May 1856 and eventually became a lawyer who established a practice in Madison, 
Nebraska, in May, 1884. He served two terms as County Attorney and was Judge of the District 
Court before being elected to the U. S. Congress. He and and Kate Bohannon had two children, 
Adeline, who was born in 1894 and John S., Jr, who was born in 1900. Judge Robinson died on 25 
May 1903.95

James M. Bohannon and his wife Frances M. Bohannon are buried in the Bohannon Cemetery on 
the farm owned by Billy Wright in 1978, which is about two miles east of Bagdad on Route 1005:96

Frances M. Bohannon                  James M. Bohannon
  Born Oct. 13, 1815                    Born Oct. 15, 1817
  Died Jan. 19, 1851                     Died Oct. 21, 1848

When James C. Sacra made his application for a Revolutionary War pension in 1838, he made an 
affidavit before Henry Bohannon, who was a justice of the peace for Shelby County. When Elizabeth 
George Sacra applied for her pension, as the widow of Isaac Sacra, she needed family information in 
the possession of Mary Sacra, widow of her son James George Sacra, in Gallatin County. Henry 
Bohannon wrote to his brother-in-law John Montgomery, who was a justice of the peace in Gallatin 
County, where the county seat is Warsaw, on the Ohio River, for assistance and received the 
following letter with the requested documents. The letter accompanied the paperwork to the Pension 
Bureau in Washington and is a part of the file:97

Gallatin County, May 21st 1839
Bro. Henry, I never received your letter until Satterday last and I went on Sunday to see 

Mrs. Sacrey and she was not at home and I went again on Monday and found hur at home. I 
qualified hur and she stated to what you see in the certificate. She never heard hur husband say hoo 
wrote the old record as she can recollect. I then went on to Warsaw and I don what I had to doo thare 
and send the papers in the mail boat but she past before I could get ready. I then come on home and 
will send them to day. As respects our family, we are all in common health. Samuel’s family is in 
tolerable health. His wife is grunting a little, probable in the family way. Polly Wood was heare this 
morning and she says hur family is well. I hope Bob and Harpers families are both well. Bill Wood 
does not doo any better that what he youst to doo. Nothing uncommon has taken place in the 
nabourhood lately. James Sacrey widow wishes to know where her mother-in-law is. You can write to 
me and I will let hur know. I wish you to write oftener. Crops look fine in this country. Betsy keeps 
talking about the 20th Oct. next and I know nothing to prevent her from comeing up according 
to promise. Nothing more at present, but remain your friend and relative.

John Montgomery
N.B. if the papers is not rite send them back and I will try to fix them rite.

                                              J. M.

Bill and Polly Wood probably were John Montgomery’s sister Mary Montgomery and her husband 
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William Wood. Samuel, whose wife was pregnant in 1839, probably was John’s brother Samuel 
Montgomery and his first wife Susan Bacon, whom he married in 1836 in Gallatin County. Bob could 
be his brother Robert Montgomery, Jr.

The date, 20 October 1839, when Betsy Bohannon Montgomery anticipated visiting Shelby County, 
does not appear to be a significant anniversary in the known vital statistics of the family.
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HENRY T BOHANNON
Born 17 Jun 1800 Woodford County, Kentucky
Died 24 Apr 1877 Shelby County, Kentucky
Married (1) Philadelphia Gale 28 Jun 1820 Franklin County, Kentucky

Born
Died  after 21 Sep 1832 and before 13 Feb 1833

Children (1) (order of birth unknown):
(John “Jack”?) Bohannon
b.
d.
m.

William Bohannon
b.
d. 24 Dec 1852 Shelby County, Kentucky
m. Eliza Lewis 23 May 1844 Shelby County, Kentucky

Samuel G Bohannon
b.
d. before 14 Aug 1849
m. Rebecca Jane Miles 23 May 1844 Shelby County, Kentucky

Harvey Bohannon
b. 03 Nov 1829 Shelby County, Kentucky
d. 22 Feb 1904 (bur. Bagdad Cemetery)
m. (1) Cynthia Ann Scrogin 31 May 1849 Shelby County, Kentucky
     (2) Cynthia Gale 31 Oct 1873 Shelby County, Kentucky

Letha Bohannon
b. 21 Sep 1832 Shelby County, Kentucky
d. 04 Apr 1917
m. (1) Jeffrey B Christie 12 Jul 1844 Shelby County, Kentucky
     (2) William Vardeman
     (3) Richard Day 22 Dec 1898 Shelby County, Kentucky

Married (2) Laura (Lora) Gale 13 Feb 1833 Shelby County, Kentucky
Born 27 Feb 1805 Shelby County, Kentucky
Died 18 Nov 1863 Shelby County, Kentucky

     Children (2):
Elizabeth Bohannon
b. 18 Jul 1836 Shelby County, Kentucky
d. 10 Jan 1905 Shelby County, Kentucky
m. William Harvey Botts 20 May 1852 Shelby County, Kentucky
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Elliott Bohannon
b.       c1838 Kentucky
d.
m. Nancy Scrogin 20 Dec 1855 Shelby County, Kentucky

Henry G Bohannon
b.       c1843 Kentucky
d.
m. Jane Catherine Scrogin 26 Apr 1866 Shelby County, Kentucky

Hiram F Bohannon
b.        1846 Kentucky
d.        1912 Shelby County, Kentucky (bur. Bagdad Cemetery)
m. Amanda E------

Leland J Bohannon
b.       c1848 Kentucky
d.
m.

Quinn Bohannon
b.       c1850 Kentucky
d.
m.

Married (3) Mary Claty        1864
Born
Died

Children (3):
apparently none

Philadelphia Gale, who married Henry Bohannon, was a daughter of Robert F. Gale and Elizabeth 
Wood who came from Virginia to Scott County, Kentucky, and then settled in Woodford County, 
where he had a mill near the mouth of Glenns Creek. Robert F. Gale was born in Caroline County, 
Virginia, in 1769.98 Price Edrington was security on the marriage bond for Henry Bohannon 
(Buckhannon) and Philadelphia Gale on 28 June 1820.99 Philadelphia apparently died after her 
daughter Letha was born on 21 September 1832 and before 13 February 1833 when Henry 
Bohannon married (2) Laura (Lora) Gale, ancestor of Laurel Winter Botts, Jr., who was accepted into 
membership by the Sons of the American Revolution on 25 July 1972 as a descendant of John 
Bohannon, through his son Henry Bohannon. Laurel W. Botts, Sr. was a son of Dr. William Harvey 
Botts, who was born on 21 December 1829 in Greencastle, Indiana, and died on 15 May 1907 in 
Shelby County, Kentucky, and Elizabeth Bohannon, who was born on 18 July 1836 in Shelby County, 
Kentucky, and died there on 20 May 1852. They are buried in Bagdad Cemetery. In addition to these 
vital statistics, his application also contained the birth and death dates of Laura Gale (Gail), second 
wife of Henry Bohannon, for whom a marriage date of 13 February 1833 in Shelby County, Kentucky, 
was given without source documentation. This indicates that Laura was the mother of the children of 
Henry T. Bohannon, beginning with Elizabeth.100 William H. Botts and Elizabeth Bohannon were 
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married on 20 May 1852, against a bond secured by her father Henry Bohannon.101

Harvey Bohannon was described as the fourth son of Henry Bohannon and Philadelphia
Gale.102 Harvey Bohannon (03 Nov 1829-22 Feb 1904), Cynthia Ann Gale Bohannon, His Wife (28 
Dec 1843-03 Jun 1902), and Lewellyn Bohannon, Son of H. & C. A. Bohannon, Aged 7 Mos. (16 Jul 
1876), are buried in Bagdad Cemetery, Shelby County, Kentucky.103

One of the three sons which were born to Henry Bohannon and Philadelphia Gale before Harvey was 
Samuel G. Bohannon, who must have been named for her grandfather Samuel Gale. Samuel G. 
Bohannon married Rebecca Jane Miles, daughter of James, on 23 May 1844.104 Samuel died before 
14 August 1849 when his widow married Daniel Cook.105   Daniel Cook was a son and heir of Seth 
Cook by his second wife, who has been identified as Lydia “Ann” Guthrie.106 Daniel and Rebecca 
Jane Miles Bohannon Cook were enumerated on the Shelby County census on 03 October 1850, 
with her son by Samuel G. Bohannon:107

D Cook 24 M Farmer born KY
R J Cook 23 F      KY
J H Bohannon   5 M      KY
F Cook          2/12 M      KY

Another of the sons preceding Harvey was William Bohannon, who died in Shelby County on 24 
December 1852. He was identified as a son of Henry and Delphi Bohannon.108 This undoubtedly was 
the William Bohannon who married Eliza Lewis, with the consent of her guardian Elliott Bondurant, 
on 23 May 1844. The rites were performed by the Baptist preacher Abraham Cook. Samuel G. 
Bohannon was married on the same day, probably in a double ceremony.109 When William died 
intestate, his father Henry Bohannon was appointed as administrator of his estate. On a motion by 
Henry, the Shelby County Court ordered Elliott Bondurant and George W. Bondurant to appraise it 
and the appraisal was returned on 21 January 1853, with a total value of $194.00. A sale of the 
estate brought $221.65 5/6. The list of purchasers included Harvey Bohannon, Jeffrey Christie, 
William Bohannon, Elliott Bondurant, George W. Bondurant, Abraham Bohannon, Hiram Bohannon, 
Lewis Wilcoxson, Malinda Scrogin (Scoggen), Jack Bohannon, Rebecca Maddox, Squire Wade, 
Robert Bondurant, John Radford and R. T. Sacra.110

Elliott Bondurant was a son of Benjamin Bondurant and Elizabeth Bohannon, natives of Virginia who 
were married in Woodford County, Kentucky, in 1806. Born on 31 October 1807 in Woodford County, 
Elliott married Melissa Gale on 22 April 1830 in Shelby County.111 Elliott Bondurant (1807-1897) is 
buried in Bagdad Cemetery.112 Benjamin Bondurant was born on 15 February 1781 and died on 27 
May 1836. Elizabeth Bohannon Bondurant died on 12 October 18--, aged 52.113 Elizabeth was born 
on 21 January 1782, so she died in 1834. She was a daughter of Elliott Bohannon, Jr. (c1743-1824), 
who came to Woodford County from Culpeper County, Virginia. Elliott, Jr. was a son of Elliott 
Bohannon (1711-1781) of Culpeper County and his wife Ann Walker. Elliott, Sr. was a son of Robert 
and Bathsheba Bohannon. Robert was a son of Duncan Bohannon, Jr. and his wife Sarah, whose 
maiden name may have been Elliott.114 John Bohannon of Shelby County connects with this family at 
their common ancestor, immigrant Duncan Bohannon, Sr.

It is likely that one of the sons born before Harvey Bohannon would have been named John, since it 
was traditional to name a first born son for one’s father. Jack Bohannon, who purchased something 
from the estate of William Bohannon, may have been the eldest son of Henry and Philadelphia.
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Younger children of Henry Bohannon, by his second wife Laura Gale, appear on the census for 
Shelby County taken on 03 October 1850:115

H Bohannon 50 M Farmer born KY (Henry)
L Bohannon 45 F       KY (Laura)
E Bohannon 14 F       KY (Elizabeth)
E Bohannon 12 M       KY (Elliott)
H Bohannon   6 M       KY (Henry or Hiram)
L J Bohannon   2 M       KY (Leland)

Daughter E. Bohannon was Elizabeth Bohannon, sister of Hiram and Harvey Bohannon, who married 
Dr. William Harvey Botts. Elizabeth Bohannon, daughter of Henry Bohannon, who was surety on the 
marriage bond, and William H. Botts were married on 20 May 1852.116 They were enumerated on the 
1880 census in the Christiansburg District of Shelby County:117

W H Botts W M 50 Phys born KY
Bettie Botts W F 43 Wife keeping house                 KY
H G Botts W M 23 Son  law student                 KY
Jas E Botts W M 19 Son  telephone operator              KY
W H Botts W M 18 Son  telephone operator         KY
Laurel W Botts W M 14 Son         KY
John W Botts W M   6 Son         KY

William H. Botts, Jr., son of Dr. William Harvey Botts, who was the leading physician in Bagdad from 
1880 until his death in the early 1900’s, and Elizabeth Bohannon, married Nannie Belle Kesler, 
daughter of Thomas D. Kesler and Rachel Miles. Nannie Belle Kesler was a sister of Walter James 
Kesler who married Myrtle Forrest Scrogins, daughter of William Samuel Scrogins and Mary Edna 
Wade, granddaughter of Benjamin Scrogin and Pamelia Bohannon and great-granddaughter of 
William Bohannon and Jane Wilcoxson. W. H. Botts, Jr. and Nannie Belle Kesler had a son Tom 
Botts.118 The Botts are interred in the Bagdad Cemetery:119
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W. H. Botts 1829 1907
Elizabeth Botts, Wife of W. H. 1836 1905
William H. Botts, Jr. 30 Jan 1862 24 Feb 1936
Nannie K. Botts 10 Mar 1862 12 Jan 1932
Thomas H. Botts 09 Aug 1884 20 Feb 1954
Mary Scearce Botts 24 Jan 1884 24 Apr 1967

The 1850 census entry for Henry Bohannon does not account for one of his sons, whose names 
begin with H, who were born before 1850, but both are on the 1860 report:120

H T Bohannon 60 M Farmer born KY
Laura Bohannon 55 F              KY
Elliot Bohannon 22 M Laborer KY
Henry Bohannon 17 M Laborer KY
Hiram Bohannon 15 M              KY
Leeland Bohannon 12 M             KY
Quinn Bohannon 10 M              KY
John Bohannon 14 M              KY
Joe David 15 M              Leipsic, Germany

H. T. Bohannon was credited with real estate valued at $10500 and personal property worth $5850. 
John Bohannon, aged 14, was shown with personal estate valued at $1100, so he must not have 
been a son of Henry T. Bohannon. He may have been a son of William Bohannon who died in 1852.

Henry G. Bohannon, who married Jane Catherine Scrogin on 26 April 1866, with Harvey Bohannon 
as his bondsman, must have been the son of Henry T. Bohannon.121 Jane Catherine was a daughter 
of Benjamin Scrogin and Pamelia Bohannon, daughter of William Bohannon and Jane Wilcoxson.122

Hiram Bohannon (1846-1912) and Amanda E Bohannon (1844-1912) are buried in the Bagdad 
Cemetery, Bagdad, Kentucky.123 Their daughter Jennie Bohannon (23 May 1878-27 Oct 1893) is also 
interred there.124

Elliott Bohannon, son of Henry, married Nancy Scrogin, daughter of Samuel Scrogin, on 17 
December 1755.125 Malinda Scrogin who bought something from the estate of William Bohannon was 
the mother of Nancy Scrogin Bohannon.126 The name Elliott may have come into use in this family 
from the association with Elliott Bondurant.

Jeffrey B. Christie, another purchaser, who married Letha Bohannon on 08 July 1844, was a son of 
Israel Christie and Elizabeth Cook. Born on 21 September 1832, Letha married (2) William 
Vardeman, son of Thomas and Mary Wilcoxson Vardeman, and (3) Richard Day on 22 December 
1898. She died on 04 April 1917.127 Letha undoubtedly was named for her aunt Letha Gale, sister of 
Philadelphia, who married Richard Radford of Shelby County in Woodford County in 1828.128

Elizabeth Cook Christie was a daughter of Abraham Cook and Sarah Jones.129

Mary Wilcoxson, who married Thomas Vardeman, was a sister of Jane Wilcoxson who married 
William Bohannon. William Vardeman, who was born in Kentucky in 1813, was a widower when he 
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married Letha Bohannon Christie, but the name of his first wife is not known. His brother Peter 
Vardeman married Mary Scrogin, sister of Benjamin Scrogin who married Pamela Bohannon, and of 
Samuel Scrogin who married Malinda Miles and had Cynthia Ann Scrogin who married Harvey 
Bohannon.130

The biography of Dr. J. G. Bohannon of Muhlenberg County, Kentucky, identified his parents Harvey 
Bohannon and Cynthia Ann Scrogin (Scroggin) as of Scotch descent. Harvey Bohannon was 
described as a farmer and surveyor and his father Henry Bohannon was reported to have been a 
farmer, surveyor, justice and sheriff in Shelby County, Kentucky. In his latter years, Henry Bohannon 
was Secretary and Treasurer of Georgetown College in Georgetown, Kentucky. Dr. Bohannon, who 
was born in Shelby County in 1852, believed that his grandfather Henry Bohannon was born in 
Maryland, which is incorrect. Henry Bohannon was born in Kentucky and his father was a native of 
Virginia. Perhaps the tradition, that the family came to Kentucky from Maryland, was based on the 
Maryland origins of the Scrogin family, of which Dr. Bohannon was not fully informed. He stated that 
his maternal grandfather Samuel Scroggin was a farmer and “an early settler of Kentucky,” when 
Samuel actually was born in Kentucky in 1810. Samuel Scrogin’s father John Scrogin was born in 
Sussex County, Delaware, and came with his father Samuel Scrogin, who was born in Maryland in 
1749, to Kentucky in 1794.131 Dr. Bohannon also identified the Scrogin family as of Scotch descent 
and described his maternal grandmother Malinda Miles Scrogin as of English extraction. Other Miles 
family genealogists consider the family to be of Welsh origin. Dr. Bohannon married A. M. Haden, 
daughter of G. W. Haden and Lucy Slaughter, in 1879. They had two sons, George Harvey 
Bohannon and Joseph Haden Bohannon.132 G. W. Haden, father of Amanda M. Haden Bohannon, 
was born on 06 December 1813 in Maryland.133

Henry Bohannon was security on the marriage bond of James Bohannon and Elizabeth Sacra 
(Sacry), daughter of Abner Sacra, who were wed on 22 August 1850.134 James, who was born about 
1828, does not appear to have been a grandson of John Bohannon and Helen Cook, so he must 
have been a grandson of Abraham Bohannon and Prudence Jones. However he was counted on the 
1860 census for Shelby County next door to Matthew Hazlett and Mary Jane Bohannon and one 
house away from William Bohannon and Jane Wilcoxson:135

Jas Bohannon 32 M Shoemaker born KY
Elizth Bohannon 32 F KY
Israel Bohannon   8 M KY
Jno A Bohannon   4 M KY
Samuel Marion 22 M Shoemaker NY

Samuel Marion married Sarah J. Bohannon, daughter of Abraham Bohannon, who was bondsman, 
on 08 October 1868.136 Abraham Bohannon probably was the son of William Bohannon and Jane 
Wilcoxson because Samuel Marion was surety on the marriage bond for John A. Horn and Rebecca 
H. Bohannon on 02 March 1869. Rebecca was the granddaughter of William and Jane Bohannon, by 
their son Abraham and his wife Polly.137

Mary Jane Bohannon, who married Matthew Hazlett, was a daughter of William and Jane Wilcoxson 
Bohannon.

Elizabeth Sacra Bohannon was a daughter of Abner Sacra and Phebe Martin Crook, widow of 
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Zachariah Crook, who were married 05 March 1823 in Shelby County, with Henry Bohannon as 
bondsman.138
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ABRAHAM BOHANNON
Born probably before 1795
Died 22 Jan 1813 River Raisin, Michigan
Married

Born
Died

Children:
apparently none

Abraham Bohannon, who apparently never married or had children, was killed during the War of 
1812, when he served as a private in Captain Virgil McCracken’s Company of Riflemen, 1st Rifle 
Regiment of the Kentucky Volunteer Militia, from 15 August 1812 until 05 March 1813. The company 
muster roll for the period 01 December 1812 to 05 March 1813 shows him as missing. His name is 
spelled Buckhannon on all company rosters, except on a special muster roll for the same period 
listing the names of persons taken prisoner at the Battle of River Raisin on 22 January 1813, where it 
is spelled Bohannon.139 Abraham Bohannon probably was murdered by the Indians in the prisoner 
massacre that followed the battle. The expedition to Frenchtown on River Raisin began at Fort 
Defiance. Directed by William Henry Harrison, the 900 Americans, mostly Kentuckians, were led by 
Brigadier General James Winchester against 1100 British and Indians in this first engagement of the 
Northwest Campaign of 1813. In the order of battle on 22 January 1813, the troops of the 1st 
Regiment, commanded by Lieutenant Colonel John Allen, were on the right wing. A company of men 
from Franklin County, under Captain Paschal Hickman, son of the noted pioneer Baptist preacher 
William Hickman, was placed in advance of the Americans with another company. 73 of the 86 
Franklin County men were killed in the defeat of the Americans and in the subsequent prisoner 
massacre, including Captain Hickman. On the day after the battle, the British commander Colonel 
Henry Proctor permitted the Indians to slaughter the wounded and captured Americans. Hickman, 
whose legs were so badly mangled from battle wounds that they were amputated after his capture by 
the British and Indians, was dragged outside of the building where the captives were kept, his skull 
crushed by tomahawk blows and his body thrown back into the house. Many of the prisoners were 
hacked to death by tomahawk, as was Captain Hickman, some were shot and others burned at the 
stake. The bodies of the dead soldiers were left unburied and they were eaten by animals. Months 
later, when Governor Isaac Shelby of Kentucky arranged for burial of the bones, only 65 skeletons 
could be accounted for. Eventually these remains were returned to Kentucky and interred at 
Frankfort. Some must have escaped the butchery, since the details of the massacre are so 
descriptive. The atrocities at the River Raisin, and later ones at Fort Meigs, steeled the determination 
of the Kentuckians to defeat the British and Indians, resulting in the final American victory at the 
Battle of River Thames in Ontario, Canada, in October 1813.140

Frenchtown is now Monroe, Michigan. It was called Frenchtown because the some 200 inhabitants at 
the time of the battle were of French nationality. Due to the abundance of grapes which grew along 
the banks of the stream, upon which the town was situated, the French named the watercourse La 
Riviere aux Raisins.

In addition to Abraham Bohannon, the roll of Captain McCracken’s Company also includes Seth 
Cook, Robert Scroggins, John Scroggins and Abraham Kesler (Resler), all privates who served from 
12 August 1812 to 14 October 1812. This record does not refer to service beyond 14 October 1812, 
nor to participation in the Battle of the River Raisin on 22 January 1813 in which Captain McCracken 
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was killed and Abraham Bohannon was captured and apparently murdered.

Administration of the estate of Abraham Bohannon was granted to John Bohannon in
Woodford County, Kentucky, in July 1813.141
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ADDENDA

From: James Bohannon <james@mingming.com>
To: BOHANNON-L@rootsweb.com <BOHANNON-L@rootsweb.com>
Date: Wednesday, May 20, 1998 4:01 AM
Subject: John Bohannon b. 27 Apr 1755, Virginia, descendants

I'm new at this! I had the pleasure of receiving a documented family history from another member of 
the family many years ago. It was part of her proof for entry into the Daughters of the American 
Revolution (DAR) organization, so I believe the information is
proven.

Maybe this descendents information will be of help to someone else (sorry I don't know about 
standard formats for this kind of data):

1. John Bohannon (father was William Bohannon)
b. 27 Apr 1755 Virginia
d. 10 July 1832 Bagdad, Shelby Co., KY
married on 7 Jan 1774 in Pittsylvania Co., VA to Helen Cook (b. 1756 in Virginia).
Helen Cooks parents were William Cook II and Margaret Jones. William Cook II's father
was William Cook I and mother was Anne Griffin. Margaret Jone's family is very well documented  
on-line (going back to the DuBois and Van Meteren families).

2. child of John Bohannon and Helen Cook:
John Bohannon
b. 1785
d. circa 1850
married 22 Dec. 1810 Shelbyville, KY
to Mary Polly Sacrey (I've seen it spelled Sacra elsewhere)
Mary Polly Sacrey
b. 11 Dec. 1783
d. circa 1840

Mary Polly Sacrey was the daughter of Isaac Sacrey (a rev. war soldier) and Elizabeth George. Isaac 
Sacrey died 1807 in Franklin Co., KY. and married Elizabeth George in Caroline Co., VA on 24 Dec. 
1780. Elizabeth George was born on 1 Mar. 1761 and was 87 in 1848, living in Hendricks Co., 
Indiana and died prior to 16 Mar. 1853. Father of Elizabeth George was Robert George. Mother was 
Mary.

3. child of John Bohannon and Mary Polly Sacrey
John Bohannon
b. 6 April 1816 in Shelbyville, KY
d. 6 June 1905 in Oakdale, Nebraska
married on 27 Sept. 1843 in Clayton, Indiana to Adeline Booth (I've seen it spelled Adaline 
elsewhere).
Adeline Booth
b. 19 Dec. 1824? in Tennessee
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d. 3 Aug. 1895 in Madison, Nebraska
parents of Adeline Booth were Hugh Booth and Mary (Polly) Davis.
b. Oct. 1803
Parents of Mary (Polly) Davis  were Thomas Davis and Mary Parker.

4. child of John Bohannon and Adeline Booth
Livingston Breckenridge Bohannon  (it has been written Livingston Breck. Bohannon
and L.B. Bohannon)
b. 7 Mar. 1857 in Camden, Indiana
d. 13 October 1891 in Madison, Nebraska
married on 26 Aug. 1879 to Edith Julia Harrison.
L.B. Bohannon was a school superintendent at Madison, Nebraska.
Edith Julia Harrison
b. 13 Jan 1858 in Putnam Co., West Virginia
d. 28 May 1934 in Fallbrook, California
parents of Edith Julia Harrison were John Wesley Harrison and Elizabeth Safronia Kirkpatrick.
John Wesley Harrison
b. 1822
d. 20 April 1870
married 19 October 1843 at Pt. Pleasant, Mason Co., West Virginia, to Elizabeth Safronia Kirkpatrick.
Elizabeth Safronia Kirkpatrick
b. 4 Feb. 1823
d. 19 July 1878
parents of Elizabeth Safronia Kirkpatrick were Thomas Kirkpatrick and Margaret Weir.
Father of Marget Weir was Thomas Weir (a rev. war soldier)

5. child of Livingston Breckenridge Bohannon and Edith Julia Harrison was:
John McClellan Bohannon
b. 15 May 1888 Madison, Nebraska
d. 27 Jan. 1977 San Diego, California
married on 1 May 1914 to Margaret Louise Stoll in Hollywood, CA.

John McClellan Bohannon was one of the earliest residents of Beverly Hills, CA, and among other 
things, was secretary of the Alexandria Hotel in Los Angeles and later owned his own real-estate firm 
in southern California. He was awarded the Freedom Award, presented by President Harry Truman in 
Los Angeles in 1948 for services as “ADM OF CAMP HAAN” and civil defense work and OPA work in 
World War II.
Margaret Louise Stoll
b. 14 May 1892 in California
d. 24 Oct. 1949
Margaret Louise Stoll was the daughter of George Henry Stoll and Maria Ysidra (Sadie) Reyes. Maria 
Ysidra (Sadie) Reyes was the daughter of John R. Reyes. George Henry Stoll ran his own business 
in Los Angeles, California importing coffee, tea, and spices.

6. children of John McClellan Bohannon and Margaret Louis Stoll were:
John Lawrence Bohannon (living, my grandfather)
Robert William Bohannon (living)
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George Harrison Bohannon

interestingly...my father is John and my middle-name is John. I decided to name my second son Ian 
(a variation of John as I understand it). I guess that makes for a lot of Johns in the patrilineal record!!

James Bohannon
Sunnyvale, CA

Waller L. Brightwell was enumerated on the 1830 census for Woodford County, Kentucky, as (page 
314, data of Diane Wilkens, Harrison, OH, 1998):

Waller S Brightwell 1 M 30-40 1 F 20-30
1 M   5-10 1 F   5-10
1 M     -  5 1 F     -  5

His middle initial L. was transcribed as an S. On the 1840 census for Woodford County, Kentucky, it 
was shown as an L. (page 226, data of Diane Wilkens, Harrison, OH, 1998):

Waller L Brightwell 1 M 40-50 1 F 40-50
1 M 15-20 1 F 15-20
1 M 10-15
1 M   5-10 1 F   5-10
2 M   0-  5
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DESCENDANTS OF THOMAS BRIGHTWELL
E-mail data, Lois Werline, Lobomoon1@aol.com >  18 July 1998

Generation No. 1

1. Thomas2 Brightwell (Thomas1) was born Abt. 1770 in VA - lived in Spotsylvania County, VA. He 
married Jemima _____.

Children of Thomas Brightwell and Jemima _____ are:
+ 2 i. Waller Lewis3 Brightwell, born May 1, 1795 in Spotsylvania County, VA; died Jul 7, 1868 in 
Platte County, MO.
3 ii. Wyatt Brightwell, born 1798 in Remained in Spotsylvania County, VA.
4 iii. Ptolmey Brightwell, born 1801; died 1858 in Platte County, MO. He married (1) _______ 
Johnson. He married (2) Fannie Todd.
5 iv. Malissa Brightwell, born 1803.
6 v. Nicy Brightwell, born 1805.
7 vi. Sally Brightwell, born 1807. She married John Johnson.
8 vii. John D. Brightwell, born 1811 in Remained in Spotsylvania County, VA.
9 viii. Mary Brightwell, born 1815. She married ______ Pitcher.
10 ix. Elizabeth L. Brightwell, born 1817.

Generation No. 2

2. Waller Lewis3 Brightwell (Thomas2, Thomas1) was born May 1, 1795 in Spotsylvania County, VA, 
and died Jul 7, 1868 in Platte County, MO. He married Permilia Mitchell May 9, 1821 in Woodford 
County, KY, daughter of Frederick Mitchell and Joanna Bohannon.

Sources of information: family knowledge and book, "Paxton's Annals," a history of early Platte 
County settlers.

Waller was in the War of 1812.
He moved to KY in 1816.
Arrived in Platte County, MO, in 1842 coming overland in wagons.

From the 1850 Platte County, MO Census:
The Brightwells owned 440 acres with a value of real estate at $8,800.

Slaves: 1 age 35 Male Black
1 age 27 Female Black 
1 age 18 Male Black
1 age 14 Female Mulatto

6 horses and 5 mules
7 milk cows and 7 working oxen
10 other cattle
40 sheep
93 swine
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with a value of livestock at $800
value animals slaughtered $300

200 bushels wheat
3000 bushels Indian corn
480 bushels oats
120 pounds wool
70 pounds Irish potatoes
25 pounds sweet potatoes
1274 pounds butter
value of orchard products $250
54 pounds beezwax and honey

value of home manufactured goods $112

8 tons hay
20 tons other grasses

Children of Waller Brightwell and Permilia Mitchell are:
11 i. Margaret4 Brightwell, born Apr 13, 1822; died Jun 15, 1875 in Parkville, Platte County, MO. She
married Velora Sample 1842.
12 ii. Napoleon Brightwell, born Dec 28, 1825; died Dec 29, 1853. He did not marry.
13 iii. John Wyatt Brightwell, born Jan 14, 1827; died Jun 5, 1858. He married Angeline Oliver Apr 
26, 1853.
+ 14 iv. Eliza Elender Brightwell, born Jan 27, 1830 in Woodford County, KY; died Oct 1, 1909 in 
Platte County, MO.
15 v. William Ptolemy Brightwell, born Jul 17, 1833. He married Bettie Oliver Sep 12, 1858.
16 vi. Granville Lewis Brightwell, born Feb 25, 1836. He married Martha Hoy.
17 vii. Preston Brightwell, born Jul 27, 1839. He married Mary Jane Sharp.
18 viii. Mary F. E. Brightwell, born Apr 24, 1842.
19 ix. Addison J. Brightwell, born Apr 25, 1846; died Jan 24, 1866.

Generation No. 3

14. Eliza Elender4 Brightwell (Waller Lewis3, Thomas2, Thomas1) was born Jan 27, 1830 in 
Woodford County, KY, and died Oct 1, 1909 in Platte County, MO. She married Granville Jackson 
Oliver Feb 10, 1853, son of John Oliver and Sybilla Eskridge.

Sources of Information for Granville Oliver:

Jack Werline
Teal Oliver
Book "Paxton's Annals"
Brightwell Family Bible

Granville came with his brother to Platte City in 185O and settled near Hickory Grove.
He was elected Justice of the Peace several terms and in 1869 served on the Grand Jury.
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He and his family were Methodists.

Children of Eliza Brightwell and Granville Oliver are:
20 i. Roy Frances (Fannie)5 Oliver, born Nov 20, 1855; died Apr 16, 1927 in Platte County, MO. She 
married John McDonnell May 10, 1888 in Platte City, Platte County, MO.
+ 21 ii. Mattie Oliver, born Mar 1860 in Platte County, MO; died Apr 1951 in Near Platte City, Platte 
County, MO.
22 iii. Sallie Oliver, born Jun 19, 1862; died Jan 1887.
23 iv. Ella (Puss) Oliver, born Mar 26, 1870 in Platte County, MO; died Sep 21, 1949 in Kansas City,
MO. 
She married Marion B. Payne.
24 v. Mary Isabel Oliver, born Unknown; died Apr 23, 1920. She married Franklin Payne Mar 17, 
1881.

Generation No. 4

21. Mattie5 Oliver (Eliza Elender4 Brightwell, Waller Lewis3, Thomas2, Thomas1) was born Mar 
1860 in Platte County, MO, and died Apr 1951 in Near Platte City, Platte County, MO. She married 
Henry Werline Feb 25, 1886 in Platte City, Platte County, MO, son of Abraham Worline and 
Susannah Worline.

The Werline family
Book "Paxton's Annals"

Children of Mattie Oliver and Henry Werline are:
+ 25 i. Lena6 Werline, born Dec 7, 1887 in Platte County, MO; died Unknown in Platte City, Platte 
County, MO.
+ 26 ii. Nellie Werline, born Jun 14, 1889 in Platte County, MO; died Jul 25, 1936 in Platte County, 
MO.
+ 27 iii. Roy Jackson Werline, born Apr 15, 1895 in Platte County, MO; died Jul 4, 1995 in North 
Kansas City, Clay County, MO.
+ 28 iv. Welthea Werline, born Jan 6, 1899 in Platte County, MO; died Mar 1980 in Kansas City, MO.

Generation No. 5

25. Lena6 Werline (Mattie5 Oliver, Eliza Elender4 Brightwell, Waller Lewis3, Thomas2, Thomas1) 
was born Dec 7, 1887 in Platte County, MO, and died Unknown in Platte City, Platte County, MO. 
She married John Jones Jan 1918 in Platte County, MO.

Child of Lena Werline and John Jones is:
29 i. Mary Virginia7 Jones.

26. Nellie6 Werline (Mattie5 Oliver, Eliza Elender4 Brightwell, Waller Lewis3, Thomas2, Thomas1) 
was born Jun 14, 1889 in Platte County, MO, and died Jul 25, 1936 in Platte County, MO. She 
married Benjamin Perry 1915 in Platte County, MO.

Children of Nellie Werline and Benjamin Perry are:
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30 i. Joetta7 Perry.
31 ii. Georgia Mary Perry.

27. Roy Jackson6 Werline (Mattie5 Oliver, Eliza Elender4 Brightwell, Waller Lewis3, Thomas2, 
Thomas1) was born Apr 15, 1895 in Platte County, MO, and died Jul 4, 1995 in North Kansas City, 
Clay County, MO. He married Georgia Elizabeth Gentry Dec 12, 1917 in Platte City, Platte County, 
MO, daughter of James Gentry and Margaret Seuell.

Children of Roy Werline and Georgia Gentry are:
+ 32 i. Roy Eugene (Gene) Werline, born Jun 2, 1924 in Smithville, Clay County, MO.
+ 33 ii. Robert James Werline, born May 24, 1932 in WA.

28. Welthea6 Werline (Mattie5 Oliver, Eliza Elender4 Brightwell, Waller Lewis3, Thomas2, Thomas1) 
was born Jan 6, 1899 in Platte County, MO, and died Mar 1980 in Kansas City, MO. She married 
Harrel Miller Jun 1, 1927.

Child of Welthea Werline and Harrel Miller is:
34 i. No Children.

Generation No. 6

32. Roy Eugene (Gene) Werline (Roy Jackson6 Werline, Mattie5 Oliver, Eliza Elender4 Brightwell, 
Waller Lewis3, Thomas2, Thomas1) was born Jun 2, 1924 in Smithville, Clay County, MO. He 
married Lois Jean Borton Apr 21, 1946 in Christian Church, Liberty,
Clay County, MO, daughter of Mervin Borton and Thelma Darnell.

Roy (Gene) graduated from William Jewell College in Liberty, MO, attended Central Baptist eminary 
in Kansas City, KS, and Midwestern Baptist Seminary in Kansas City, MO.

He held pastorates at the Chandler Baptist Church, Clay County, MO; and the Platte City Baptist
Church and Hoover Christian Church in Platte County, MO.
He also worked for the Missouri Division of Family Services.

Lois worked for Trans World Airlines for twenty years.
Her hobbies are travel and reading. Her addiction is genealogy.

Children of Roy and Lois are:
+ 35 i. Stephanie Roy8 Werline, born Nov 3, 1948 in North Kansas City, Clay County, MO.
+ 36 ii. Philip Ray Werline, born Feb 25, 1960 in North Kansas City, Clay County, MO.

33. Robert James7 Werline (Roy Jackson6, Mattie5 Oliver, Eliza Elender4 Brightwell, Waller Lewis3, 
Thomas2, Thomas1) was born May 24, 1932 in WA. He married Virginia Maxine Van Hoosier.

Children of Robert Werline and Virginia Van Hoosier are:
37 i. William Jackson (Billy Jack)8 Werline.
38 ii. Robert (Robbie) Werline.
39 iii. Tina Marie Werline.



                                                                                                        JOHN BOHANNON

:Prepared by WILLIAM G SCROGGINS 30 Jul 1998
:                     718 Mill Valley Drive, Taylor Mill KY 41015-2278                    50

Generation No. 7

35. Stephanie Roy8 Werline (Roy Eugene (Gene) Werline, Roy Jackson6 Werline, Mattie5 Oliver, 
Eliza Elender4 Brightwell, Waller Lewis3, Thomas2, Thomas1) was born Nov 3, 1948 in North 
Kansas City, Clay County, MO. She married Wray Nolting (divorced).

Stephanie graduated Summa cum laude from William Jewell College in Liberty, MO with degrees in 
English and Sociology; and from the University of Missouri at Kansas City with a Master's degree.

She taught at Gardner-Webb College in Boiling Springs, NC and at Auburn University in AL. She is 
now living in Clearwater, FL and has an antique business there.
40 i. No Children.

36. Philip Ray8 Werline (Roy Eugene (Gene) Werline, Roy Jackson6 Werline, Mattie5 Oliver, Eliza 
Elender4 Brightwell, Waller Lewis3, Thomas2, Thomas1) was born Feb 25, 1960 in North Kansas 
City, Clay County, MO. He married (1) Karleen Louise Roudebush
1978 in Kansas City, Clay County, MO, daughter of Forrest Roudebush and Jackie Franklin. He 
married (2) Robyn Lynn Plickebaum 1990, daughter of Jerry Plickebaum and Karen Shepherd.

Philip attended Maple Woods College in Kansas City, MO.
He is General Manager of the Masterpiece Barbeque Restaurant in Kansas City, MO

Child of Philip Werline and Karleen Roudebush is:
41 i. Philip Jeffrey9 Werline, born Jul 15, 1979 in North Kansas City, Clay County, MO.

Philip is attending William Jewell College in Liberty, MO. He is also working for Radio station 93.3 in 
Kansas City, MO.

Children of Philip Werline and Robyn Plickebaum are:
42 i. Shelbi Lynn9 Werline, born Nov 20, 1991 in Kansas City, Jackson County, MO.
43 ii. Tera Lynn Goddard (stepdaughter), born Jan 1983  in Kansas City, Jackson County, MO.
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The name of John Bohannon appears on a list of Revolutionary War Patriots from Lincoln County, 
Kentucky: [E-mail data from Internet web page >http://clanhuston.com/kygenweb/patriots.htm<

Revolutionary War Patriots from Lincoln County

This plaque, at the Historic Courthouse in Lincoln County at Stanford, lists names of locals 
who served during the Revolutionary War. It is not a complete list, however. For example, listed on 
the plaque is Stephen Huston, whose brother Nathan commanded a company under George Rogers 
Clark. Nathan is not listed on the plaque, but is listed on the muster rolls of Clark’s troops, and 
served as the Lincoln County representative at the KY Constitutional Convention. If you have similar 
documentation for a Revolutionary War patriot from Lincoln County, lease send it along so proper 
recognition may be afforded to ALL Lincoln County atriots. 

Names On Plaque
William Addams
Alverson, John S.
Bailey, John
Barnett, James P.
Barnett, John
Blaine, Alexander
Bosley, Gideon
Briggs, Benjamin
Bruce, William
Burch, Benjamin
Carpenter, Adam
Carpenter, John
Colyer, John
Curtis, Peter
Davis, James
Dinwiddie, John
Divin, James
Dougherty, William
Duncan, Samuel
Durham, James
Edwards, George
Elder, Robert 
Estes, Abraham 
Estill, James 
Fleece, John 
Frost, Micajah 
Gaines, Richard
Gale, Anthony 
Garven, Isaac 
Givins, George 
Givins Sr, James 
Givins, Robert
Greenwood, Bartlee 
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Graves, William 
Hackley, Joseph 
Hall, Joseph
Ham, Drury 
Hart, Nathaniel 
Hazelwood, Luke 
Helm, George 
Helm, Marquis
Hickman, James 
Hocker, George 
Hocker, Nicholas 
Hocker, Philip 
Samuel Hocker
Hughs, William 
Hunt, Richard 
Huston, Stephen 
Knox, James 
Logan, Benjamin 
Logan, David
Logan, Hugh 
Logan, John 
Logan, William 
Lunsford, Rodham 
McCormack, Daniel
McCormack, Joseph 
McKinney, Dennis 
McPherson, Mark 
McRoberts, John M.
Menefee, Garret 
Menefee, James 
Miller, Henry 
Miller, Isaac 
Morrison, Ezra
O’Banner, Benjamin 
Owsley, Thomas 
Owsley, William 
Paxton, Alexander 
Paxton, John
Peak, James 
Peake, Jesse 
Pemberton, John 
Peyton, Valentine 
Renick, James
Salyas, Dunn 
Sampson, William 
Shanks, William 
Shelby, Isaac 
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Skidmore, Joseph
Sublett, Abraham 
Sweeney, Moses 
Swope, Benedict 
Taylor, John 
Wallace, Andrew
Warner, Peter 
Whitley, William 
Withers, Joseph
Woods, Caldwell 

Documented Patriots Not Included on Plaque
Jas. Alley
William Addams
Elkaner Allin
John Anderson
Robt. Armstrong
Joseph Ayers
John Bohannan
Jas. Bradley
William Campbell
William Crawford
Robt. Flemming
Jas. Gilmore
Lieutenant William Givens
Henry Grider
John Harbison
Thomas Helm Jr.
Saml. Hines
Jacob Holefelaws
Patrick Hurrigan
Nathan Huston
John Kelly
William Laurence
Moses Lucas
Jas. Mcphaddian
Henry Miller
Sergeant John Popham
Hugh Rosan
David Smith
Sergeant John Smith
Richard Stearman
John Summit
George Watts
Edwd. Willis
Saml. Wilson
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A biography of Harvey Bohannon describes his grandfather John Bohannon as a native of Maryland, 
which is an important clue to the ancestry of the family. John Bohannon knew that he was born in 
Virginia but this tradition indicates that he spoke of the family having lived in Maryland which 
somehow became misunderstood in oral history. The belief indicates a direct hereditary link to 
Duncan Bohannon, who settled in Maryland when he arrived in America. Kentucky: A History of the 
State, Battle, Perrin, & Kniffin, 6th ed., 1887, Shelby County.

Harvey Bohannon was born in Shelby County November 3, 1829, the fourth son of Henry and 
Philadelphia (Gale) Bohannon. Henry was born in Woodford County, a son of John (a native of 
Maryland) and Helen (Cook) Bohannon. He was county commissioner of the circuit court, or, in other 
words, master in chancery; was sheriff two years, magistrate several years, represented the county in 
the Legislature one term, and was also deputy county surveyor. His wife was born in Woodford 
County, daughter of Robert F. and Elizabeth (Wood) Gale, both natives of Virginia. Robert F. Gale 
was a soldier in the Revolutionary war. By trade he was a saw mill man, also built flatboats, which his 
brother would load with produce and take to New Orleans. He died in 1847. Harvey Bohannon has 
always been engaged in farming. He was county surveyor for twelve years and does more or less 
surveying still. He is also engaged in the saw mill business on a small scale. May 31, 1849 he 
married Scynthia Scroggin, of Shelby County, a daughter of Sam and Malinda (Miles) Scroggin. 
Three children were born to their union, one of whom is living, J. G., who is located at Greenville, Ky., 
engaged in the practice of medicine. He is married to Manday M. Hoyden, and has three children: 
George H., Joe H. and Grace. Our subject’s first wife died in 1872, and October 31, 1873, he 

married Scynthia Gale, of Shelby County, daughter of J. W. and Mary A. (Crook) Gale. Two 
children blessed this union--one living, Harvey Jr.

The name of Dr. J. G. Bohannon’s wife, “Manday M. Hoyden” appears as Amanda M. Haden in Dr. 
Bohannon’s biography.

The B. O. Gaines History of Scott County, two volumes, B.O. Gaines, B.O. Gaines Press, 1905.

Henry Partlow Montgomery, of Georgetown was born in Gallatin county, Kentucky, on the 8th 
of February, 1839. His ancestral history is one of close identification with Virginia and Kentucky, and 
shows an honorable  connection of many of the members of the family with the events which  
secured to America her independence and resulted in the development of  Kentucky. The 
grandfather, Robert Montgomery, was one of the heroes of  the Revolution, and was wounded 

at the battle of Guilford Court House, but eventually recovered from his injuries; in 1785 he 
removed to Kentucky. The father, John Montgomery was born in Woodford county, this State, and 
became a successful farmer. He married Elizabeth Bohannon, also a native of Woodford county and 
a daughter of John Bohannon, who devoted his attention to agricultural pursuits and was descended 
from Virginian ancestry who established homes in Kentucky in 1786.

Henry P. Montgomery is therefore a representative of two of the old families of the State, and 
his honorable career has added new luster to the family name. Of America is the self-made man a 
product, and the record of accomplishments in this individual sense is the record which the true and 
loyal American holds in deepest regard and highest honor. In tracing the career of the subject of this 
review we are enabled to gain a recognition of this sort of record, for he has devoted his life to a 
calling where wealth or family cannot avail one in striving for success. The lawyer must depend upon 
the broadest intellectuality, unfaltering application and ready adaptability, and with these attributes he 
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may attain to distinguished honors. Mr. Montgomery was prepared for his professional career by a 
broad education. He attended Center College, at Danville, Kentucky, and graduated in June, 1860 
with the second honors in a class of thirty-five, which included in its membership Rev. E. O. Guerrant, 
now a prominent Presbyterian minister of Kentucky; Edward Marvin, a leading Presbyterian divine of 
New York, and Hon. Edward Warring, member of Congress from Kentucky.

Mr. Montgomery read law under the preceptorship of H. J. Atbett, of Warsaw, Kentucky, and 
was admitted to the bar in Gallatin county in 1860. He began practice in Shelby county, where 
he remained until January, 1862, when he removed to Owenton, and was an active and 
influential member of that bar until September, 1882. At that time he came to Georgetown where he 
now enjoys a large law practice. In Owen county he was elected County Attorney, serving for seven 
consecutive years from 1863. He was also school Commissioner for four years. He has held the 
office of special Judge of the Circuit Court by appointment, but has never been an office seeker, 
preferring to devote his entire attention to his professional duties. In politics he is a strong prohibition.

Mr. Montgomery engages in general law practice, but confines his attention mostly to civil 
cases. He has been connected with some of the most important litigation that has been heard in this 
section of the State; was associate council [sic] for the defense in the noted case of the 
Commonwealth versus Thomas Buford, who was tried for the murder of Judge John M. Elliott, of the 
Court of Appeals, a case attracting a widespread attention. He is most careful and pain-taking in the 
preparation of his cases, and then, in the court room, rests his cause on a plain statement of facts 
and the justice of our laws. He loses sight of no point that will advance the interest of his client, and is 
a forceful and earnest speaker. He has also been closely identified with the growth and best interests 
of the city, and has done much to promote its progress and substantial growth. He has been 
President and attorney of the First National Bank of Georgetown since its organization in 1883; was 
President of the Water Supply Company, supplying water and electric light to the city, and gives an 
active support to all measures calculated to promote the educational, social, moral or material 
welfareof the community.

Mr. Montgomery has been twice married. He first wedded Miss Nannie E. Kenney, of Owen 
county, a daughter of Richard Kenney. Their marriage was celebrated in 1864, and she died in 1887, 
leaving three children - Harry, Bessie, wife of John H. Cooper, and Staiar. In 1889 he was again 
married, his second union being with Mrs. Alice P. Mundy, daughter of Hon. A. P. Grover, a member 
of Congress from 1867 to 1869 from the Louisville district. He finds his chief and most abiding source 
of enjoyment in his home life. In the pleasures that have their root in family affection, he spends the 
hours spared from professional duties, and in the home circle he finds the needed rest and relaxation 
from the stress and strain of public life. He was formerly a member of the Odd Fellows society, and is 
a member of the Missionary Baptist Church.

John Bohannon and Polly Sacra probably were the parents of Catherine Bohannon, who was born 
about 1831 in Indiana and married Jeptha Rodgers in December 1848 in Franklin County, Kentucky: 
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DESCENDANTS OF JOHN BOHANNON
E-mail data, Sue Beach 20 Jul 1998

[Sue Duncan Beach & Ron Beach, Muncie, IN, sbeach@iquest.net ]

1 John* BOHANNON 
.........2 Catherine* BOHANNON b: Abt. 1831 in Indiana d: 1913 in Indianapolis, Marion Co., Indiana
.............+Jeptha* RODGERS b: 2 March 1827 in Franklin Co., Kentucky d: 23 July 1854 in Franklin 
Co., Kentucky
....................3 John* William RODGERS b: 31 May 1852 in Frankfort, Franklin Co., Kentucky d: 20 
May 1930 in Indianapolis, Marion Co., Indiana
........................+Emily* Francis ALLISON b: 18 May 1851 in Frankfort, Franklin Co., Kentucky d: 2 
June 1915 in Frankfort, Franklin Co., Kentucky
....................3 Elizabeth RODGERS b: Unknown 
........ .*2nd Husband of [1] Catherine* Bohannon: 
.............+John DESKINS 
....................3 ? DESKINS 
....................3 ? DESKINS 
....................3 ? DESKINS 
....................3 Tes DESKINS 
......... *3rd Husband of [1] Catherine* Bohannon: 
.............+Merritt STEPHENS 
.........2 Elizabeth BOHANNON b: 1838 
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